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Abstract

Ethnicity in the Constitution of Islamic Republic of Iran

Houshang Javanmardi

The subject of this study is ethnicity—the position of ethnic groups—in the constitution of
Islamic Republic of Iran. Iran is a big country with diverse ethnic groups and inattention to
this ethnic diversity has caused gaps and ethnic crises after the Revolution. Continuance of
this inattention can lead to great damages to the country’s interests and territorial integrity.

The present research is not merely a sociological work; instead, it is interdisciplinary and a
combination of disciplines such as sociology, law and political sciences. This is because none
of these disciplines is, in itself, efficient enough for the sake of the present study. Since ethnic
inequality leads to ethnocentrism and ethnocentrism causes legal demands, the theoretical
framework of this study was designed in line with ethnocentrism and encompasses various
theories (including sociological, economic, political, philosophical and multi-factorial
theories) relevant to the subject. After defining the key concepts, it was carried out using
descriptive, explanatory, and historical methods based on gathered documental and library
information. Adopting the sociological-historical method, the researcher has examined the
following: centralism, the process of becoming state-nation, writing law in Iran from the end
of Qajaryeh to Islamic Revolution and its effects on ethnic groups. Briefly mentioning the
diversity and number of Iran’s ethriic groups, the present study addresses minorities in
international law system from a legal perspective; it considers their various legal aspects-
including their existence, cultural, and political rights-and then scrutinizes the rights of ethnic
groups in the constitution of Islamic Republic of Iran and compares them with international
law. It also continues with analyzing this inattention to the rights of ethnic groups from a
sociological-political point of view.

The results of the present study indicate that inattention to ethnic groups’ rights in the
Constitution has roots in history and arises from the assimilation-based centralism approach,
political modernity weaknesses, poor ethnic knowledge and unity, and statesmen’s
conspiracy-based viewpoint towards ethnic activities in fear of Iran’s disintegration; the
reasons which a lawyer may consider them arising from the fact that the Constitution is drawn
up based on individual rights, and that the collective rights are just limited to rights allotted to
parties and associations. In addition, the study shows that attention to Iranian ethnic groups is
dependent upon the growing trend towards democracy in the country.

Keywords: Minorities, Pluralism, Centralism, Discrimination, Rights, Constitution,
Ethnicity, Ethnic group, Nationalism, Assimilation.
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