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ABSTRACT

Mucormycosis is an acute opportunistic fungal infection
which occurs in individuals with predisposing conditions, due to
fungi of mucorale order, Without treatment, it often rapidly -
progresses in few days, and results in the death of the patient,

According to predisposing disease and the involved organ ,
mucormycosis can be presented in different forms. The mosf com-
mon form of presentation is rhinocerebral mucormycosis , which
includes more than half of the total diagnosed cases, and in
more than 75% of cases 6ccur§ in batients with diabetic keto-
acidosis.,

The early presenting symptoms include: Nasal stuffiness
Nasal bloody discharge, facial swelling, and facial or orbital
pain, If not diagnosed in time, and an appropriate trceatment -
not instituted accordingly, the disease will rapidly progresses
in few days, causing bone and soft tissue destruction, cranial
nerve palsy,brain involvement ,and ultimately death,

As a rule, in any patient with diabetic ketoacidosis, if
mental status changes are persisted beyond the usual 24-48 hr,
or in case the above mentioned symptoms appear,despite the -
institution of appropriate treatment and resolution of metabolic

derangements, the rhinocerebral mucormycosis must be strongly

suspected, and appropriate diagnostic procedures must by applied



as soon as possible., More over in the face of suggestive cli-
nical picture, and critical patient condition, treatment with
amphotericin B must be began as soon as possible,

Therapy of rhinocerebral mucormycosis is a medicosurgical
treatment,and frequent surgical debridement,in association -
with medical therapy is often needed,

Prdgnosis of these patients depends on the prognosis  of
predisposing disease, and in patients with diabetic ketoacido-
sis complicated by rhinocerebral mucormycosis,the survival rate
is about 60%. The overall mortality rate is about 50%.

In the reported case, the patient concerned refered to
the hospital for the first time, due to the occurance of an
acute complication of diabetes mellitus (diabetic ketoacidosis)
and it was at this stage when his diabetes was actually diag-
nsoed, meantime, during treatment ,the patient was faced with
the occurance of one of the rare complication of diabetic ke-
toacidosis(rhinocerebral mucormycosis),which with in time -
diagnosis and institution of appropriate treatment with ampho-
tericin B plus flucytosine and surgical debridement the infec-

tion was cured and the patient releaved from a fatal disease,.
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