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Abstract

The Manifestations of Romanticism in Islamic Novels of Najib Al-
Kilani

Negar Alinejad

Romanticism was a protest movement against any universality, rationalism, and the
traditional system of the Classic school and was formed in 18" century and by destructing
the nobility and by valuing the individual passions, paid special attention to nature,
liberty, love, optimism, despair, pessimism, death-thinking, patriotism, escape from
reality, etc. This newfound school influenced all the aspects of Western life and rapidly
changed the literature of other nations as well.

This research by studying the foregrounds of the formation of Romanticism in
literature of Egypt analyses the characteristics of Romanticism in Najib Al-Kilani’s
stories. He is an Egyptian poet and writer and also one of the responsible Islamists and a
pioneer in Islamic literature that is influenced by the social and political evolutions and
the dominant circumstance of the society who accepted the Romantic school and
accompanied this broad literary movement.

The present research by re-readings of four stories “Hamamey-e-Salam”, “Hekayat-
e-JadAllah”, “Fi Al-Zallam”, and ‘“Al-Rabie Al-Asef” deals with the analysis of
Romanticist’s themes in Kilani’s stories and by studying the effects of Islamic thought on
the current Romanticism in his stories explains how the religious thinking of the writer
could give an Islamic tone and color to a Western form and school.

Despair, complaint, pessimism, hoping for a bright future, the expression of
society’s sufferings, etc. are among the features of Kilani’s Romanticism which is studied
in this research. Moralism, chaste love, establishment of justice, calling to patience,
considering the lawful and unlawful property, illustrating the ways to repent, etc. are the
results of Islamic worldview of Kilani and the distinguishing point of his Romanticism.

Keywords: Romanticism, Islamic Literature, Story, Najib Al-Kilnai.
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