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Abstract                                                                                                                                        

�����Emersion of the concept "speed" that is the unrestrained amazing promotion of practical science in the 

last decades of 20th century has captivated human being in the ocean of private & social difficulties. . 

Amid all of these, art in its widest meaning has the power to reflect these problems. The art of writing as a 

literary branch of art has under gone the most changes, both in meaning and in surface. In the time of 

shortage of leisure and ease for man, short story is a kind of style and method salubrious to the epoch's 

essence. In the modern age minimalism tries to reduce description report of details and scene 

interpretations as much as possible and make and make the story shorter and shorter. And this is the 

response to man's position and his intricate situation of life. Nowadays short story has various types and 

forms. There are many writers who cross out in this ground. So story writing has been known as an 

independent literary genre by itself. Setting society, difficulties of middle & low class and their social 

political incidents in any generation are the subjects of a numerous contemporary short stories. Topics such 

as poverty, illiteracy, treachery, oppressions of the governors, flight of the elites and woman's troubles in 

the society and other like things are the common topics; while love affairs and old tales of heroism and 

championship have vanished. Taking all of these foregratnted, we can declare short story has kept aloof 

Romanticism, to which it belonged once, and shows tendencies toward reality and this realism is getting 

stronger & more various. Short story has a dominant role in social & political as well as people's 

awareness. Short stories are circulated because of their slight but useful bulk. In the second half of the 19th 

century short story was known as a modern literary art independent from all of the other resembling genres 

in Russia &America. In the early 10th century after World War I art of short story penetrated in Arabian 

countries, pioneer of which are Egypt & Lebanon. There were numerous elements which caused it to be 

placed on the peaks of literature. Among them is association with Europe and seeker of knowledge's 

struggles to transform and translate this art into Arabian literature, which caused the emersion and 

improvement of short story in Egypt. Nowadays, Arabian allegories & tales have been replaced by short 

story with new purports; a replacement that is considered as a new mutation in modern Arabian societies. 

Since the second half of the 20th century, all about every decade, we have observed the out break of a 

generation of short story writers whose subject, tendency and style of writing from one generation to the 

other. in Egypt there are other writers who have written in this ground in the recent decades, among which 

we can find great poets, critics. The point to be mentioned here is that the presence of women in short story 

writing begins in Egypt which can be considered as Egyptian's cultural & social growth in cultural and 

social mutations of 20th century, specially that of the social revolution of 1919s. Hence most of the focus of 

short stories was on the Egyptian women and drawing their pains, sorrows and adversities, on which female 

writers stated. In the recent decades short story has reached the peak of improvement and change that 

contains various tendencies. By the promotion of this new genre of literature in the contemporary age, 

dignity of poetry, the most important preferable genre among Arabs, reduced. Of course it is not true to say 

that short story has replaced poetry but it has attracted many attentions toward itself and is preparing the 

grounds for this replacement in the future of literature.                      �
Key words: short story, Egypt, Arabic literature, modern age 
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