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Abstract

Surveying the history of Qur’an from the perspective of the narrations in
Behar-Alanvar Aljdméa Ledoror Akhbédr Ala’ama’Alathar (PBUT),
combined with the ideas of Qur’an researchers is of significance. Since
Behar-Alanvar is the greatest of Shi’at encyclopedias and thus far no
extensive research on historical themes with reference to the narrations of
Bahar-Alanvar has been done, examination of these narrations and the
viewpoints of Allame Majlesi require a special outlook.

In this research after expressing the narrations of the revelation of Qur’an,
collecting of Qur’an, readings and Ahrof sab’é (The Seven Letters) and
recounting the stance of Allame Majlesi, the opinions of contemporary
Qur’an researchers and the Sunni dignitaries have been enumerated; in case
of disparity between these opinions they’ve been adapted to that of Allame
Majlesi and then compared.

On the subject of at-once revelation or progressive revelation, Allame
Majlesi is of the opinion that Qur’an was revealed to Looh on the Night of
Qadr in the fourth Heaven; whence it was progressively revealed to the
Earth. Then the Qur’an, in whole, was revealed to the Prophet (PBUH), so
that he’d have knowledge of it. On the First Revelation, verse by verse and
surah by surah, Qur’an was delivered to Muhammad (PBUH); and he had
the mission of reading it to the people. With reference to several narrations,
we can conclude that Allame Majlesi believed that Qur’an was collected
during the time of the Prophet. He chose “Hafz from Asem” as the most
credible of all recitations. He considered the revelation of Qur’an to be of
single-letter; he deemed the narrations testifying to the seven-letter claim as
weak.

Keywords: History of Qur’an, Behar-Alanvarl, Allame Majlesi
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