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Abstract
The study of Reproductive stages of Caspian Sea Amphipod: (Pontogammarus maeoticus)

Fatemeh Nazarhaghighi

The study of reproductive stages of Caspian Sea Amphipod may reveal new points to use it as
live food. The sampling was made in southern coasts of Caspian sea( Jefrood beache).
Amphipods transferred to laboratory with some their native sediment. Samples were maintained
in controlled laboratory condition as temperature of 25+1°C, salinity of 9+ 0.5 ppt and a 12 hrs
light - dark regime .The study programme was performed in two parts.

In the first part, reproductive behaviors have been inspected. The average priod spent in
precopula stage was about 2.6+0.91 days and embryonic development took about 8.5 *£1.05
days. The fecundity was estimated as the number of fertilized eggs existing in brood pouch of
each female(14.125). first precopula was observed after about 40 days of birth.

Tn second part of this study, gravid females and females in precopula were fixed by fixative
,processed, embedded in paraffin as sectioned at 5y thickness.Further stained by Hematoxylin-
Eosin general method. Based on the histological study, oocyte development during reproductive
cycle has been classified into four different stages, which include: 1)oogonia, 2)primary oocyte,
3)secondary oocyte(contains two substage; previtellogenic oocyte and vitellogenic oocyte) and
4)mature oocyte.

Key words: Amphipod, reproductive stages, Caspian Sea.
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kingdum: Animalia
Phylum: Arthropoda
Class: Crustacea

Subclass: Malacostraca
Super Order: Peracarida
Order: Amphipoda
Supraorder: Gammaroidea
Suborder: Gammaridea
Family: Gammaridae

Genus: Nipharagoides G. O. Sars

G. O. Sars, 1894; Bristeein, 1945

Sub Genuus: Pontogammarus(Sowinsky)
Sowinsky, 1904, Martynov, 1924, Bristein; 1945.

Sp: Nipharagoides (Pontogammarus) maeoticus(Sowinsky)
G.O. Sars, 1894 (Gammarus); Sowinsky, 1894 (Gammarus);Martynov, 1924

(Pontogammarus); Tuculescu, 1933; Carausu 1943 (Pontogammarus); Gurianova, 1951.
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