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Abstract:

Television was first introduced to the Iranian society by the private sector, but after a few
years it was owned by the government and since then, although private televisions which are
administered and financed by the private sector, without primary dependence on state and
governmental resources, have become common throughout the world- containing Iran's
neighboring countries which have political, cultural and religious commonalities to her- no
change has been made to the Iranian case.

In this thesis, which uses Documented and In-depth Interview research methods, efforts
have been made to study the necessities of launching private televisions in Iran and to plan a
model for transition from the current situation of monopoly to a new atmosphere in this thesis
called "the Message Bazaar". Other aims of this research are: being acquainted with the
experiences of some other countries in simultaneously benefiting from state (or public) and
private televisions, forecasting probable inconveniences resulting from the co-existence of
the private and the state televisions and finding solutions for them.

According to the findings of this research, political, socio-cultural and economic factors
along with some combined forms of these factors such as governors' fear of losing the public
opinions, concerns about diffusion of cultural messages against the mainstream, doubts in
profitability of private televisions, inactivity of the civil society and the absence of non-
governmental news agencies and public relations, accompanied by country's politicians' and
lawmakers' (unintentional) belief in media theories such as "magic bullet" and normative
media theories of "Soviet- Totalitarian Theory", "Authoritarian Theory" and "Development
Theory", are among the most important reasons for state radio and television monopoly in
Iran.

Reducing the likelihood of the audiences’ being politically and culturally abused by some
satellite television programs, strengthening the Iranian culture, and increasing the possibility
of the nations’ monitoring the government, hence, reducing the rate of the corruption, are
among the most important necessities that make it essential to establish private televisions in
Iran. The most serious inconveniences might be resulted from the co-existence of the state
and the private televisions can be listed as: engendering an unsound competition between the
state and private televisions, an unfair distribution of commercials, and the prevalence of
“entertainment for entertainment’s sake” principle. On the other hand, political authorities’
and elites’ change of attitudes towards media, specially television, and their accepting a more
logical notion of media functions, codifying an explicit, comprehensive law, and state
financial supports of private televisions during a specific period of time, are some of the
solutions suggested by the experts.

Considering the experts’ opinions and studying media rules and regulations in Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Lebanon and Turkey, a seven-itemed model for transition from the monopoly to a
new situation of plurality in audio-visual media is offered here. The necessity of moving
towards preparing the infrastructures needed for realization of multiplicity and plurality of
audio-visual media, such as development of digital systems; the necessity of the state
television’s not intervening in the process of issuing licenses, developing less emotional,
more logical mechanisms for the regulatory body, all newly established televisions' enjoying
an unbiased state financial support during the first two years of their activity and making
comprehensive policies concerning the mutual relations of the state and the private
televisions are among the elements suggested by the model.

Keywords: Private Television, State Television, Use, Media and Communications
Experts, Model
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