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Abstract:

In the perspective of 21st century, the firms have settled in a competitive
and complicated position influenced by various factors such as
globalization, technological development and overwhelming spread of
new technologies. In the framework of this new perspective, the firms
should look for new resources of competitive advantage. This dissertation
tries to present concepts of competitive advantage and then will
investigate Iran's industries competitive advantages for the period 2001-
2005. For this purpose, have been used relative export advantage index
(standard index of computation advantage), trade map index, constant
market share analysis and benefical structural change index(new index of
computation advantage). The results of this paper are important for
distinguishing the concepts of comparative and competitive advantage.
Also the results of this research shows that a) in the most export
commodities, Iran has not competitive advantage, b) process of
competitive advantage in the currently period is not obvious and
sustainable. Thus, it is suggested that competitive advantage factors

including quality and customer responsiveness, should be emphasized.

Keywords: Comparative Advantage, Competitive Advantage, Relative
Export Advantage index, Trade Map, Constant market share analysis,

Benefical Structural Change Index, Industry, Iran
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