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" As I shall use the term, these questions about what ought to be the case are
“‘normative’’ questions—indeed they are the paradigmatic examples of normative
questions. More precisely then, the goal of this book is to attempt to give an
account of the following three issues.

1. First, I shall give an account of what such normative questions meanThat

is, I shall give an account of the semantics of normative discourse and of the
content of normative thought. This will be the theme of Part I of the book.

2. Secondly, since my account of the meaning of such normative questions
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involves the idea that some answers to these questions are right, while other

answers to these questions are wrong, I shall then offer an account of what

would make something the right answer to such a normative question. That

is, I shall offer an account of the metaphysics of normative truths. This will be

the theme of Part II of the book.

3. Finally, I shall try to give an account of how we could ever know, or have

a rational or justified belief about, the right answer to such a normative

question. That is, I shall offer an account of the epistemology of normative

belief. This will be the theme of Part III of the book." Wedgwood, Ralph, The nature of Normativity, Oxford,2007,
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* A treatise of human nature

> is and ought

 »The rules of morality...are not conclusions of our reason...as long as it is allowed,that reason has no
influence on our actions , tis in vain to pretend , that morality is discovered only by a deduction of reason”
Hume,David,A treatise of Human nature,oxford,2 nd edition,p 30
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7 ”In every system of morality,which I have hitherto met with,I have always remarkd,that the author proceeds for
some time in the ordinary way of reasoning , and establishes the being of a God,or makes some observations
concerning human affairs,when of asudden , am surprised to find,that instead of the usual copulations of
propositions , is ,and is not,] meet with no proposition that is not connected with an ought ,and ought
not.”David,Hume,Ibld,p.457

VY G YA odhal aty i) Sim s oty 5y SIS Ol cp s (5048 L5 o st (S o 5
® W.d.Hudson,Hume on is and ought,london, Routledge, 1995, p 27
10 Donnelly,bebhinn, A Natural law approach to normativity,Ashgate publishing
company,2007,p.88&A.J.Ayer,Hume,oxford university press,1980,p 15-34& Moore, G.E., Ethics, London, oxford,
1912, p 27
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! «I shall presume to recommend it to the readers; and am persuaded , that this small attention woud subvert all
vulgar systems of morality , and let us see, that the distinction of vice and virtue is not founded merely on the
relations of objects nor is perceivd by reason” Hume, David, Ibld,p.469
"" usfulness
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s
“if we examine the particular laws, by wich justice is directed and properly determined we shall still be presented

with the same conclusion. The good of mankind is the only object of laws and regulations”Hume, David, ibid , p
188
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16 « we may conclude, therefore, in order to establish laws for the regulation of property ..., we must search for

those rules , which , in the whole, most useful and beneficial.” Hume, David ,ibid ,p. 194

7« Hume clearly affirms that the justification of the rules of justice lies in the fact that their observance is to
everyone long-term interest; that we ought to obey the rules... this is to derive an ought from an is," Macintyre
,Alasdair ,after virtue, London; Duckworth , 1985 , p. 489
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*I' ”It is impossible to think of anything at all in the world, or indeed even beyond it, that could be considered
good without limitation except a good will” .Kant , Immanuel, Groundwork of the metaphysic of morals ,in, The
Cambridge edition of the works of Imanuel , kant, (Mary J. Gregored.)(Cambridge, university press , 1966, p.
49

2 »Virtues like courage, resolution , and perseverance in ones plans can be extremely evil and harmful if the
accompanying will is not a good one” Kant, Imanuel , ibid, p 50
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" These qualities may assist the thief to rob a bank very successfully, for example. Happiness too may produce
boldness and arrogance in the actor unless a good will is present” kant, ibid, p 49

" Everything in nature works in accordance with laws. Only a rational being has the power to act in accordance
with the representation of laws , that is , in accordance with principles , has a will. Since reason is nothing other
than practical reason”. Rawls , John , lectures on the history of moral philosophy , ( Harvard university press ,

2000) , p. 150.
3 "Kants programme was to find a way of so coordinating our prescriptions- our maxims and imperatives- that
they did not contradict one another...... the idea of correspondenece with moral reality is very far from kants

thought. What he was trying to do was to find a kind of moral objectivity different from factuality” Hare, R.m,
objective prescriptions in naturalism and normativity, philosophical issues , 4 , 1993
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27« 1 ought never act except in such a way that I could also will that my maxim should become a universal
law.”Kant, Ibld, p. 56

An action done from duty has its moral worth not in the purpose to be attained by it , but in the maxim to

which it is decided upon” Kant, Imanuel , Critique of practical reason, p 160

" Thomson, Judith,Realm of Rights, Cambridge, 1990, p 56
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