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Abstract

(Title): Study of executive functions with schizophrenia and bipolar disorder

(Author):Tamjid karimi

Schizophrenia and bipolar disorder are with several cognitive deficits and in this respect show
overlapping. Studies indicating that patients with schizophrenia and bipolar disorder suffer a
"dysexecutive syndrome". In this study executive functions of subjects assessed in five
groups: chronic schizophrenia (n=33), first episode schizophrenia (n=33), chronic bipolar
(n=33), first episode bipolar (n=33) and, control group (n=33). Four neuropsychological tests
(Stroop color-word test, Wisconsin card sorting test, Continuose performance test, and Digit
span sub-scale) were used in order to assess executive functions. All five groups matched on
sex and education. Moreover chronic groups with control and first episode groups with
together matched on age. The results of one-way variance analysis showed that chronic
schizophrenia and bipolar patients respectively, were significantly more impaired than control
group. Chronic schizophrenia patients also performed significantly more poorly than chronic
bipolar and schizophrenic first episode patients. There were no significant differences
between schizophrenia and bipolar first episode patients, between chronic and first episode
patients with bipolar disorder. These results suggest that in comparsion with bipolar disorder,
executive functions deficits in schizophrenia are more sever and chronicity in schizophrenia

make more impairment.

Key words: Executive functions, Schizophrenia, Bipolar disorder
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