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Abstract:

The present research investigates metaphor in war literature based on cognitive framework. In
cognitive linguistics, metaphor is known as an inevitable phenomenon of human language and as
an appropriate tool for thinking and language behaviors. The data were gathered from Y+ books
with the subject of Iran- Iraq war (between YY13-YYA4 years). Data analysis showed V) source
domains were used for making metaphor in war discourse and in most of them polarization of
the insider and the enemy forces can be seen. It means that in most of these metaphors, attitude
toward the insider was positive and attitude toward the enemy force was negative. The analysis
of frequent source domain showed that value-belief and animal were the most frequent of all.
Besides, in each domain, the core metaphors determined. Thus, “The battle field is Karbala” and
war men are birds” were the core metaphors of the mentioned domains, respectively. Also, it
was noticed that the value-belief domain was the most cultural- dependent one.
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