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Subject: Equality of Rights

Abstract

The question of equality of rights is one of the controversial issues that has been
discussed and debated for many years. This issue, as other social issues, has its own
supporters and opposition of whom each one raises the matter from a different point of
view and tries to challenge rival theories and prove their own views.
Human being history demonstrates human efforts to secure and respect human rights for
all. Equal rights of all people, without of any discrimination, is the cornerstone of human
rights.The idea of equal human values, especially over the last two centuries has made
great achievements in different areas throughout the world, such as the ending of slave
system, the struggle for development and establishment of the right to vote, the freedom
of expression and assembly as well as promoting women's rights.
The background of concerns and thoughts on equality dates back to the beginning of
human social life because, from the very beginning of human creation, some people have
been used as tools by others to achieve their own specific goals and became part of their
property.
One of the ways to defend rights.is to challenge of the denying of rights theories and
design and review of the affirming of rlghts theories and evaluate the justification for
their establishment.
In this thesis, in the part of theories denying rights , conservatism ,collectivism,
utilitarianism, will theories, cultural relativism and virtue ethics have been dealt with and
in the area of theories affirming rights, the theories such as natural rights, Kantian
egalitarian and libertarian theories and new-utilitarianism have been reviewed.
In these theories, the idea of rights.attaches an unconditional worth to the existence of
each person, irrespective of her particular value to others.
The assumption of unconditional worth is based on the importance of each life to the
person whose life it is, irrespective of her wealth, power or social status.
The denying rights theories reject the notion of individualism and rights of human
beings. The affirmed theories may be subject to weaknesses but, without doubt,their

positive aspects for justifying a theory of rights are their dominant one.
By adopting a justifiable theoretical approach, the aim is to put forward a plausible basis
for designing the idea of a right as a guaranteed claim against other claims, on the basis
of two elements: human dignity and moral agency.

Keywords:
Equality of Rights,Denying of RightsTheories,Affirming of Rights Theorles ,Theory of

Rights,Human Dignity,Moral Agency
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