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Abstract:

Due to Imam Reza’s holy shrine,Mashhad is called the spiritual capital of Iran.Millions of pilgrims visit Mashhad on different
occasions each year and until now lots of mosques have been built throughout the city.There are 914 mosques in different parts of
Mashhad from which 644 (70.5%) of mosques were specified according to the area,age,construction date and precise address and
were locally analyzed.Samen district was calculated to be 35191m2 and have 1.08m2 space per capita and population density for
each mosque is 363.District 11 with 0.07%m2 space per capita is in the lowest range and District 10 with 7190 population density
for each mosque is in the highest range and District 12 with 3 mosques is in the lowest range.There are fewer mosques in districts
which are far from the holy shrine.There are 200 mosques at the distance of(0-2)km,240 mosques (2-4)km,186 mosques(4-6)km
and 100 mosques (6-8)km from the holy shrine.Spatial distribution of mosques and population density in different areas were
analyzed by the AreGIS software.By means of K Function method,the average distance of the lowest vicinity of mosques resulted
0.77 according to the bunched variance.The bunched method is not suitable for spatial distribution of mosques.Based on the
analyses,there is a close relationship between the area,number of mosques,space per capita, population density for each mosque
and the population of districts.There is a close correlation index(0.8) between the population distribution and the number of
mosques in urban areas.In order to establish mosques in the areas that lack or have not enough mosques, it is recommended to
build an information desk,integrated urban management for having a more balanced spatial distribution of mosques and also
utilizing the basic foundations of this thesis.
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