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| Abstract

The present study is undertaken to examine the effect of learning
phrasal verbs on EFL students’ ability in language proficiency and reading
comprehension. Based on the nature of the study, the following null
hypotheses were proposed:

(1) Learning phrasal verbs has no effect on EFL students’

language proficiency.

(2) Learing phrasal verbs has no effect on EFL students’

reading comprehension

(3) There is no difference between male and female students in

Jearning phrasal verbs.
, In order to test the null hypotheses, a sample of 70 EFL students,
. male and female, were selected from Tehran University. They were
randomly put into two groups (experimental and control). Members of
each group were randomly assigned to one of the following conditions:

(1) The experimental group was given ten passages which-

contained phrasal verbs.

(2) The control group, was given the same passages containing the

common verbs equivalent to the phrasal verbs in the passages
of experimental group. '

The design used for this study was a true-experimental one. A
pretest of language proficiency (TOEFL) was administered at the
beginning to ensure the homogeneity of the two groups in language
proficiency. Also A pretest of reading comprehension in cloze (exact-
- word method) form was given to find out that students in both groups
. were almost at the same level.

After the treatment which took ten weeks, a 75-minute session per
" week, the same pretests were administered as posttests to measure the
effect of the treatment. Analyses of the calculated T-tests provided us
with the judgments to teject the first two null hypotheses and to accept '
the third one. In other words, the results revealed that: (1) Learning
phrasal verbs has a ‘significant effect on EFL students’” language
proficiency. (2) Learning phrasal verbs has a significant effect on EFL
students, reading comprehension. (3) There is no significant difference
between male and female EFL students in learning phrasal verbs.

Key Words: phrasal verbs, language proficiency, reading comprehension,

- EFL
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Chapter One

Introduction

Phrasal verbs are vérbal constructions consisting of a verb plus an

- adverb particle. Since verb phrase structure is a peculiarity of the GGI‘H]EIE;L
- languages, the learners of the English language who are speakers of non-
Germanic languages find phrasal verbs difficult to master. Therefore,
Iranian EFL learners are of no exception to this problem. We may wonder
why Iranian EFL learners do not usually use phrasal verbs in

Communicative settings. Phrasal verbs are such important elements of the

colloquial English that no one can speak or understand the conversational
English without a basic knowledge of them.

Since the number of phrasai verbs is' less than that of common

- verbs, they seem easy to 1ea1n. On the other hand, because phrasal verbs

~ consist of similar pafticles , 1t is difficult to keep them in memory.

Therefore, it looks neéassary to conduct research on the ability of the

students to learn phrasal verbs and its effect on language proficiency and

ultimately on their reading comprehension.




1.1 Statement of The Problem

. The ability to comprehend and produce phrasal verbs which are

* sometimes referred to as idiomatic expressions is an essential component
of proficiency in a fofeign language. In the introduction to the Oxford
Dictionary of Current Idiomatic English, Cowie and Mackin ( 1983: VI)

assess them as a mark of a good command of the target language:

Familiarity with a wide range of idiomatic expressions and
the ability to use them appropriately in context are among

distinguishing marks of a native-like command of English.

While many EFL learners may be satisﬁed.with less than © native-
like command’ of English language and ignore using the English idioms,
idiomatic usage is so common in English that it can be pretty difficult to
communicate effectively without using idioms ( Seidle & Mac Cordie,
1978 ) . The learning of idiomatic expressions must therefore be
considered an integral pért of language proficiency and reading
comprehension. | |

S lea Phrasal verbs are among the idiomatic expressions in Eﬁg]ish, and
some problems for EFL/ESL students. For this reason they have
received a considerable amount of attention in recent years. As Cornell
(1985 ) pomts out, it r;lay be stated that they have been discovered as an
important component in curriculum for English as a foreign language.

However, less aﬁention has been paid to their effect on language

proficiency and reading comprehension. Learners are often recommended

to acquire phrasal verbs.in large quantities. Bywater (1969: 97 ) remarks:




The plain fact is that what distinguishes the writing and, above all,

the speech of a good foreign student from those of an Englishman
is that what an Englishman writes or says is full of these
expressions , whereas most foreigners are frightened of them , care-
fully avoid them, and sound stilted in consequence. Foreign students
who enjoy being ﬂatténed on their English can best achieve this by

correctly using masses of these compound verbs.

Celce-Murcia and Larsen-Freeman (v 1983 ) assert that there are
very few non-Germanic languages that have phrasal verbs. ( The
~ Germanic languages include English, Germah, Dutch, and Scandinavian).
. Thus, they are such an important part of the colloquial language that no
one can speak or understand conversational English without a good
knowledge of phrasal verbs.

Iranian EFL students are of no exception in confronting the phrasal
verbs. This study strives to find out how learning phrasal verbs affect the
EFL students” ability in language proficiency and reading comprehension.

1.2 Research Questions

In order to tackle the mentioned problem, three research questions

are proposed by the reséarcher: »
- (1) What is the effect of learning phrasal verbs on the EFL
students’ language proficiency?
(2) What is the effect of learning phrasal verbs on the EFL

students’ reading comprehension?




