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11 Abstract

Abstract

Intravenous immunoglobulin (IVIG) is an important research topic because its
high cost and limited availability. Intravenous immunoglobulin  (IVIG)
preparations are used in several disorders including primary and secondary
immune deficiencies, autoimmune and systemic inflammatory disease, it is also
applied in effective therapy of infectious diseases. IVIG is currently the most
widely used plasma component in the world.

Streptokinase (SK) is an effective and specific thrombolytic treatment of acute
myocardial infarction. Despite its significant limitations, streptokinase remains
the drug of choice particularly in countries with poorer economies because of its
relatively low cost. This study was designed to survey prescribing and
consumption of streptokinase and Intravenus Immunoglobulin in Kerman
Afzalipour Hospital and to identify strategies to reduce the drug expenditures.
Over a period of one year, physician orders, and patient charts for subjects who
were treated with IVIG, were reviewed to gather the required data. Data were
analyzed with descriptive statistics by SPSS.

During the period of research in the hospital, 62 courses of IVIG administration
recorded. The number of females were more than that of males in this study
(54.1% versus 45.9%). In the present study, 51.4 percent of IVIG infusions were
ordered for labelled indications and 48.6% of IVIG infusions were ordered for
off-label indications. Contraindications were not considered in any patient.

Despite the fact that precaution was necessary for 9.6% of the cases; but it was




v Abstract

not considered and laboratory parameters were not evaluated in none of the
cases. Totally, 42 patients received streptokinase (33 males and 9 females). In
38 cases (88.4%), streptokinase was received for myocardial infarction and in 4
cases (11.6%) for pleural effusion. The patients received streptokinase
according to the standard dose; however. relative and absolute
contraindications should have been considered for 21 patients (48.8%).

In present study, IVIG infusion for off-label indications was almost similar to the
labelled indications. Laboratory parameters were not evaluated in any cases.
The number of patients who received streptokinase for labelled indication were
more than that for off-label indications. In addition to, relative(44.2%) and
absolute(4/6%) contraindication for 21 patients was not considered.

key words: Evaluation of drljgs, streptokinase, Intravenous immunoglobulin.
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