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Abstract 

Afghanistan is culturally traditional country and underdeveloped in 

terms of socio-economic structures. The prevailing interpretation of 

Islam in this country is maximal, fundamentalist and Neo-

fundamentalist. The political Islam discourse (including minor 

fundamentalist and Neo-fundamentalist discourses of Mujahedeen and 

Taliban respectively) is basically different from democracy 

ontologically, epistemologically and anthropologically. It introduces its 

identity characteristic of radical otherness and rejection of democracy as 

a rival discourse. Each discourse has its respective semantics and 

representational system and tries to impose it (as exclusive truth) on 

subjects and politico-social agents. 

The Mujahedeen discourse rejects the communism discourse and 

Taliban, in turn, rejects Mujahedeen discourse. Each of these discourses 

has been able to gain hegemony for a short period of time. After Bon 

Contract on account of certain domestic and international circumstances, 

the democracy discourse was set forth. The rival Taliban discourse was 

physically discarded for a short period but soon reemerged as New 

Taliban on the socio-political scene of the country. After about a decade, 

the democracy discourse in Afghanistan has not yet been able to gain 

hegemony and prevail over political Islam, the rival discourse in this 

traditional and underdeveloped country. 

Now, Afghanistan is a scene of balanced Campaign and contention 

between political Islam and democracy without any one having a 

hegemonic position. The main question of this research is how political 

Islam prevents the democracy discourse from becoming hegemonic? 

Our thesis, presumptive response, is that political Islam discourse in 

Afghanistan, considering the "reliability" and "accessibility" concepts, 

prevents the democracy discourse from becoming a hegemonic 

discourse, through maintaining otherness and a hostile relation with it. 

The present project is to verify the foregoing hypothesis. 

Key Words: Discourse, Political Islam, Democracy and Post-

communism Afghanistan 
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