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ABSTRACT

. ‘The purpase of tQis research is studying the aetiology
'of chronic urticaria inatattendance of dermatologic clinic and
ward in " Bouali Haspital " from 1988 to 1993..

The method of research is retrospectivé.

Urticaria, nettle;rash or hives is ah eruption af tra
nsient erythmatous or oedematous swellings of the dermis or
subcutaneous tissue.

Urtiéaria is some times classified in to acute and
chronic with a £ime devision arbitrarilg chosen between 3 weeks
and 6 months, 2 months being a convenient figure.

Angfo— oedema, Quinckefgodedema or giant urticaria des-
cribe the similar but larger swellings of the subcutaneous ti-
ssue. Urticaria and:’‘angio~ oedema are often associated.

Urticaria and angio- oedema are clinical manifestations
of various immunologic and inflamatory mechanisms or they may-
be idiopathic.

Several me chanisms have been proposed to explain the
pathogenesis of &rticaria.

Iﬁ a bout 70 % of cases that present to dermatologists
no clear- cut single cause can .be attributed,

Many agents are well known as causes of urticaria  but

are neverthless gquite common in clinical practice.




Thé clinical features and natural history are as va=
ried and unpredictable as the aetgology. |

The diagnosis of urticaria from other dermatosis ié
seldom a;problem.

Routine lab. Tests often normal .

Generally,. there aren’'t any.relation to patient's
Occupationt.

Anti histamines are still the most effective form of
treatment both for Acute and chronic cases.in this researeh,
the theories about some Uftheuéticariadisease in dermatology
and foreign studies is first discussed, then the results of
our research have been shawn in tables and diagrams and fi-

nally we come'.to 'discussion and canclusion.
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