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Abstract

The Artistic Expansion of Plants Symbols in Persian Poem

Esmail Naghdi

The main aim of this study was to explore poetic symbols in the scope of Persian literature,
and because these symbols occur in a linguistic context, some streaks of aesthetic and
communicative language were also taken into account. Also because art theorists and
aestheticians juxtapose art and aesthetics in numerous cases and believe that the understanding of
one of them is subject to the other, aesthetics became a focus of this study as the intermediary
between language and art. Then, to explain language, art, aesthetics and the relationship between
the three more clearly: first, language was explored along with its ordinary and aesthetic usages;
and then, by presenting some dictionary definitions for symbols, it was shown that neither
aestheticians and sociologist of art could reach a comprehensive definition of art and beauty, nor
dictionary authors in presenting a single definition for symbols. However, most vibrant and
beautiful symbols were observed in the artistic language of poets.

The other items discussed in the present thesis, is the attention to the “plant-ancestral man”,
especially in contemporary poetry. “Plant-ancestry” is an original concept whose footsteps are
clearly seen in Eastern and Western cultures: Sepehri, as a leading figure in the New Poetry, has
referred to this theme in numerous cases in his poetry.

After this introductory section, the names of plants, especially those of symbolic plants,
were alphabetically listed. Although the main purpose of this thesis was to represent the literary
conceptions of plants in the form of simile, metaphor and irony, and particularly in their compact
form, i.e., symbols, a brief scientific description of each plant was provided from non-specialized
dictionaries; and after that, the literary descriptions of plants were also provided from specialized
dictionaries, along with presenting a variety of evidences from the poetry of Manouchehri, Saadi,
Saeb and Sepehri.

Keywords: language, art, symbol, plant, poetry
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