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Association of GST-T1 gene polymorphism (Glutathione S-Transferase T1) with
idiopathic male infertility

Abstract

Male infertility is a multifactorial disorder, with various genetic and environmental
factors. A large proportion of male infertility cases are associated either with systemic
defects such as diabetes, obesity, varicocele, cystic fibrosis or else with imbalance in
levels of gonadal steroids and trophic hormones, gene mutations and genital tract genital
tract infections. However, in nearly 25% cases of male infertility, the exact cause of
infertility is not clear. These are identified as cases of idiopathic infertility. Genetic
polymorphisms of detoxicating enzymes, such as Glutathione S-transferases (GSTs), may
play an important role in susceptibility to idiopathic male infertility. Glutathione S-
transferases (GSTs) genes code for a superfamily of enzymes that are involved in the
metabolism of environmental carcinogenes, reactive oxygens and chemotherapeutic
agents by catalyzing reactions between glutathione and electrophilic compounds. GSTT]1
is involved in activation and detoxification reactions and catalyzes the conjugation of
industrial chemicals, e.g. ethylene oxides, with glutathione. GSTT1 gene located on
chromosome 22q11.2, has functional polymorphism in the form of homozygous deletion
of gene leading to absence of its phenotypic enzyme activity. There are racial and ethnic
variations in the frequency of gene deletion in different population. The aim of the
present study was to examine the association of the GSTT1 gene polymorphism with
idiopathic male infertility in a population of Rasht. For this study, blood samples were
collected from 50 male with idiopathic infertility and 30 healthy volunteers. Genomic
DNA was prepared from peripheral blood leukocytes. Genotypes frequencies were
determined in patients and healthy controls using polymerase chain reaction (PCR). No
significant difference of the frequency of GSTT1 null was observed between patients and
controls (X*=0.577, P=0.447). The prevalence of GSTT1-null genotype in the patient
group was 6%, compared to 0% in the control group. The present study suggests that
GSTT1 null genotype is not associated with higher risk of idiopathic male infertility;
these observations, however, requiring further confirmation in a larger multi-ethnic study.

Key words: GSTT1, gene polymorphism, idiopathic male infertility, gene deletion



[
Al 4 eutensensenaensensenseneesataeeseneaseaeneaeas et a et enaentenaenaeneaaaaaeaneaeneaeseaaeaeaenaententenaenteneenaanennenne Olge
Deeeeteceetteceeetccceetccceetccteetecteetetteeretteeretteereeceeseeceeeeeceeetecteetecteeetetteetetteetetteerttteerttteestecortns w)l.éc.«\,&;

Y doddo —)
LSRR Skl gt =)=
Y ettt ettt ettt oottt et et te et ettt et et eateae et e st eteea et eteete s easeteete st eaeete s ersereern Kls a5 556 L g,5,LL —Y-)
Y ettt et et e et e ettt er e et et et et et et e et e eater e et ent et et et et esaesreeneas O3 10 53 $535L6 s =V =T
LIE OO OO ORRRRORR e b LT )Y
0 ettt e e a b et e et a e a e e et e e b s raa e e aaes Ols e (6o 9oLL wlid e T
D ettt ettt a ettt s et a et a e es PPN NP PRNE S
Y ettt e e b e et e et b e e saaa s S5l el u.}j,a)}.av:]é;i—\—\—f—\
Y e BT B T e S e e
A Ols o 53 55,00 Mo gy aids =Y-Y-)
ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt et et ettt et et et eae et et eaeete s eateae et eaereeteeteneeasereneas S5 5l el VD] =1 =YY
L SO TP PO PO TP PP PO PROTO S5y Jalge =11
LSOO LSt ol —Y=Y =YYy
LI PP O TP P O R PPPPPPPPRPR e Jal e (I
AT PP S35 Slsle 5 S5 (5 e sd — il -



T Ol ge
1 ettt ettt e et e e e e e e eteeeateeeabeeeaaeeeabaeeatbeeaatbeeatbeeaaaeeabaeeabeeeabeeeetreeeanreeans S Jleazal Y=l -
1) et JSI o e Y- il -
L1 DO TSRO T TP o sl =8 =l =
1 ettt ettt ee L3 gle S —0-cdll -
A PP PP PPPPR b Coste 5 St o (55lews (&
DY s PRUCRC D ERE R ST e
1Y ettt ee s s 55 B30 ls (golals ()
D ettt et kS 1 S (o
DT e o el JUiS) YDt | —Y-Y-¥-
DT ettt @313l Jolse (LAl
DT ettt St Ll e (O
VB e Go3obG 5 0I5 ey BLI I =YY
VB ettt Ol o L sl (g5 5,L0 —§-F=)
10ttt S e
s P B
TV e e (GSTS) Ll ,auil 5 =S 0556 J8-1-Y—£-¥-)
LU TP PP P OOTEOPRPRPR PO (GSH) 0 456 J8-Y-Y-¢-¥-)
Vs sl el 5= S 0556 8 Jlas) -F-Y—§-Y-)
T e e a3l il 5= S 055058 s aiillo —£-T—£-F-)
T b Laslandl 5= S 0556 08 (g aids —0-Y—§-¥-)

Y s Sasee sl 5= S 0556 I8 (g esl gl -1 -0-Y—E-Y)



PPN Ol ge
T e Sassee sl 5 =S 0556 IS sl =)=V —0-Y—E-Y)
Y H e olusl Theta gla sl ol 5 =S 0456 4S8 S5 (5 el gl =Y=1—0-Y—§-Y=)
Y ettt et ettt st enaeenne (GSTTL) T1;l,ausl 5 =S 055608 05 =V =Y=)=0-Y-§-Y¥-)
T 0ttt ettt ettt et b ettt h et e a e b ettt e bt et et nbeetenaeens GSTTL 03 J guaes —Y=Y=)—0-Y—¢ Y-\
T 0ttt ettt ettt ee e B N g e e
TV ettt e ettt s e B o L T o P e R A S
T bbbttt GSTTL 03 pcdsse ) )1 ) Y61
Y =5 olen s T 51,asl 5 =8 055608 Bl b se (Jo =111 1=V YY)
KPP Ges 3l s @

FT ettt ettt bttt et et te et et s et e h et Rt b e b e st ete b et e st e b e b e st s e ebenseseesebenseseesensens S ssm p3l) 5 sl =1 -Y
T e et G5 4500 g 3L 250 el 5 alpe V1Y
T e ke 055 Sl S S SIDNA 2l sl Ca 5505550 5150 5 5l 50 =YY
LI FS R ol C\fcthNAgtaﬁs&gj)u;,é}.,-)@u;j)m,ﬁﬁjg S50 p3lg) 5 3l YN Y
T e e (PCR) 510 L gl oy (2S5 plonil g 5L 3550 3150 5 3150 —£-)-Y
L ettt 38T U5 S 4 PCR Y gz 55585 501 3 5L 3550 23150 5 315e =01 Y
FE et Al b ST b 05 S o PCR Y eame 55585 5801 53 505 3550 p3l4) 5 3150 =121 =Y
T 0 ettt et et et et e e et e et e et et e e te et e ert e teenteent e seenteertebeenseenaeseensenns s J e 5 Lo 3L (g5l alel =V=1-Y
¥ ettt (TBE -10X) 10X =Lk L TBE sl (4l

¥ 0 eee e e e eseeeeeeeeeee e e e e e e s e s e et e st ee s ee e s (TBE -1X) 1X bk L TBE st (o



D S PP PRS Ol ge
¥ 0t s Aoy Yo sl ST S sl Jshoms (o
T ettt ettt ettt ettt et et e b e bt ereen e e st e st et et e ntentenreens Ao3 )+ (APS) Sl sy 5 gol ploma (&
A VUSRS PPPRRRUPPURNt (S cus LA BL (&
Tttt ettt bbb bbbt b bttt bttt b st (el SLALB L (2
T ene e (gslw plh 5L C 5L (2
TY e L, o sl eslinad 55 5e oK lesT 53 5585 4 a8 Sligas 5 s olKius slul o Y=Y
T A et et ettt ettt ettt e abeheete bttt e st e st et et e b e At ekt eseeRtest e s et e beebeeteeteesseseensensenseserenes S8 e, T
LSOO P RPN S @ gas =V=T-Y
T e 05 3l 55 DNA &l sl -Y-y-¥
L O (8l 35595 2 5,81 J5 KaS @ ol gl A DNA s b5l -v-v-Y
£t et (Polymerase Chain Reaction= PCR) ;i L (sl e, J2S1s —4-Y-Y
£ ettt ettt ettt h e bt ettt e et b e (PCR) Sln Jy sl o s (815 ploil ) 8-T-¥
EY e GSTTL o5 iS5 (g, eslizul 5, 50 (Primers) sla S5l -Y-¢-¥-Y
3 PSR SRRSRRRRRPPPR PCR > s 4% x> -T—4-Y-Y
2 PO PCR )= L,y —t-t-v-Y
£ 0 ettt ettee e ettt ee e e ——eee e et —aeeeeataeee e baaeeeantteeeeanaeaeeeanaaeeeenraeeeeanns PCR V¥ ams ;505 2SIl —0-Y-Y
£ 0t etttee e ettt e et e e e e et e e st e e s s aaaee s 3308 3585, Sy, 4 PCR &Y pams Lol —V—0-Y-Y
£ttt ettt ettt et e ettt e et e ete et e ete e te et e ereeereenaea AoVl L ST L J5 sle esbel =)=V —0-Y-Y
ettt ettt ettt te et eae e ae e ae s o oz b el ST L J5 (el S5, —Y-V—0-TY

i‘\ ..................................................................... 653‘ )J‘)ﬁ‘jjﬁ\ d«j) ‘UPCR QYW L;'li))‘ —Y—O—Y—Y



B U PP Ol ge
BV ettt ettt et e e e et e ettt e ete e et e e reeateeeteeeteeereenneas Ao ss Y 5,81 U5 ol eslal =V =Y—0-Y-Y
Y ettt ettt ettt et e ettt et ettt et et ettt e ettete et e eteeateenre et enreereereens bl LT e
Tl i g Joad
£ttt ettt ettt et et et e eteeteeteeateae et et eteateeteeteeteeateseest et eteateateeteeteetseasens et et eteeteeaeeteereerseneens =Y
£ttt ettt et e oot et et e ete et e eteeteete et et et e teeteebeeteeteeaseaseas et e b et e ebeeteeteeteereeneens s & yos Sles goast =\
0% ettt ettt ettt et ettt e ettt ettt et et et e eteeteeteeaeeatere et et et enteeteeteereereas T e e T
0 e (0 55585 5 Ao s /A 5,81 U5 Jaw 5 0 g A DNA s o) s -V -Y-Y
0] ettt et (PCR) 510 b gl oy (23815 51 Jool> b =Y=Y-Y
) ST (3508 35585, doyn Vel L ST L J5 Jaw s o iS5 DNA Glalad s oy o =) -Y-Y-T
() SRR () 35595 500 do s ¥ 5,81 J5 Jaw 5 ol iS5 DNA Sladad lS oy o =Y-Y-Y-Y
00 cueerennen. s 0l 0 5 S sl (555,L0 & e O3 50 53 GSTTL 0 Gl Sl 3 gy 51 ol bt YT

G5 ot 5 Sy tpolgr Juad



Il o g
A5mhd ettt h ettt ettt ettt Ol 5o
Tttt h bbb bbbt b bbb bbbt ettt ettt b et nne 3 e g ol :(0-Y) IS
e Fipll Ganoam i 5 (Solad pl S (Y1) Ko
VA ettt ettt ettt ettt s bbb enee Lo 55 0l Sl (M=) IS
LK 355 o 5B Lasl,andl 5 =S 0550 18 Lo 55 45 0556 08 @ Oles IS (65 Jlasl peu 5T L2815 o(8-Y) IS
TE ettt P55 Sl 5 =S 055b 8 g auls Jllai(o-)) IS
(S TSR YY es3505,5 3 Theta 51l 5 =8 053608 55 s ool il o3 ol :(1)) IS
Y Bttt ettt e et e et e et e e e e——eee——e e ettt e e a—eeea—aeeeteeee—eeeateeetaeeeteeeereeas GSTTL o jltle (V=) IS
Tttt ettt ettt h et et e te e ta e be b e e ateeteenbeera e reenseenaens GSTT1 05 s W slml 5 0 g0 :(A-)) K2
13 DU Ol GSTTL 05 Iy b a3 eslizal 5550 sls ST Alignment :(0-Y) IS
3 OSSOSO UPPPRORON PCR )l > Lbs, (YY) K
L VS deos A 38T U5 g5y Jaes 055 Sla o S 51 0 gl Al 55 DNA 07 s
3 SRS PCR ¥ gams 3,585,580 0 by o deo s Vel L ST L J5:(Y-0) s
08 ettt PCR Y games 55555 50 a0 by o deon ¥ 3,871 5 :00-7) s

[ PP PP P PP d%})%é}ﬁ)))JGSTTl%P;@b\ﬁ&w@:(i—f}d&i



ol C b
B eeteeue ettt ettt et e ete et e ett ettt et et et eeteete bt etteateat et e beeteeteeteettesteas et e te et e eteeteeteettens et ererens Ol g
B ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt b e oo e BT 3l slie :(0-)) s
ettt ettt ettt enas o 2l sla (olmal b bl 3 pasts Sl-dlawl (T-)) Jsis
Y e e e Ol Jss s sl audl 5 =S 0550 IS Calisee la o3, :(F=)) s
) et e e e e e e rra e e Internal Standard-Controlled PCR 5 3 20 5150 :(0-Y) Js
T ettt ettt et e te e er e te e e b e eeteeebeereeetaeereas GSTTL o5 e S5l olascin (YY) Jsd
Y ettt ettt ettt et ettt et ettt eeteeteere et et et et e eteereenas PCR > & a5 (YY) Jous
2 SO Sl 65k a Slae Ol e 3 ol (sla byl bl e e ST =07 Jsae

O-\ ............................................................... JJZ\SJ‘)L«;{ éjjg )) )J GSTT]. g:,‘.;yj J\}‘Jﬁ (Y—Y’) d}.b—



aodae —\

oIA L aS a0k SRl (6550 5 ol el IShe gty mal plad s (S e e Bl S S
(Leridon & Slama, 53, o jled au 5l sl Jlw o sl SIS 51 S sl ol jon Olays (gl Lol
o2 0T a5 Ghge 5 Jste sla Coslie JLSS CosdS 1 ey (o100 53 b se pde 4 (550U w1 55 2008)
st as oLl sl (Rowe et al., 2000) 555 o 3l g5ls,L 51 6,8 s sl sy 31 (6,50 e Osebs
S s 63,00 S o Ol a ol oKme Il o5 s as ol 3l o 1 355 K O Sl ey ULy
(Sharlip ef al., syls ol yon & 55 15 Sslsle 5 oalasil (K550 5500 «oslomm| = Sy sl dalyy y,L0 Lol €553

2002)

'$225b6 ged -\
ora S edlial bl aman 5 VL i 5 O Jls amm 5 2la5l sl Lled b sleil s sy a5
e st (Bentley et al., 2000) el al ll sl Il Y 5s 655500 Ol (gulab 5l 6,8 sl sl
L .(Pasqualotto et al., 2004) aas o |3 156 Cod Ol b 53 1 Jie W5 e 55 gla 55 Ao ;310
e 8,8 S 3 L e 5 pae pland 3l 51 O3Bl a6 ealitul 5 (gt el G ameS 5 A s
e Ll sy il a5y 65500 Olie sdal sla Jla 3 oS 5505 555 Jlezt l (s33 Ssle 5 S5 s Sl
5 dmare i o sl i Sleys Gl s 5 el Glaslnl 4 e pes 5 (S e S bl
@Sl e sla, 56 515U Wl e bbb a el a8l il axddS a4 s 53 O Sl o LS
(Jaffe & Jewelewicz, 1991; Collins ef al., s_sb alsb Vs L 5 55 a3 TS e sl 556 il

.1995)

1- Prevalence of infertility

2- Combined factors



Ll o 5556 L (655,b0 Y-
53 5, 505 558 g0 5l Ao s Te=F s 5l e 55U g a3 e (65 50b0 3 )lse Ao Yo Ly
35050 31 e 53 3,0 5,86 ol ok (Mosher & Pratt, 1991; Thonneau ef al., 1991) &5 ii < ool o
(Carlsen ef al., 1, o5 5505 L3 53 013 0 Comarr IS 453 0=V 50 081 on 3)ls St (555,00
Ogmkee ¥ Bl Ol e (555000 5 VL 5535 4 das e 0L Lol sl LaxLs 519925 Auger et al., 1995)
Cmd o 51 () as gamms a8 (d 0dd i a0 (SIS £l SO (6 akias OLLS Ol s (65 90LL P el il s 50

(Peterson, 2006) > 55 o Jols |; ciles U 5

Ols o 35 (6,595L0 gy o =YY=

5 o5 (G S5 6 sl b o 5l S o 03) ol plie S Sl Ypoms ($50L0 Gl oo 2
(S bl s )b 51 SLedbl S da3ls 01 o (655500 sz 355 oo ST L0 3550 S S g
s 53553 Jd b ge sl s (S5 T Lan (e mlandUT e e W5 Sl sm5 98 (o i (55 o510
o5k 4 (Guigan ef al., 1999) ] o s & ol o Gla (s SaS L pa Sl pl o ool O
Sls cosie (LS s o sib 0l A 5l (S 6 el S Vsans 05 013 0 3 oLl e
e s 5 it 5 elerrl Slsle s adn o i b Sl et JEe Gls (Solen b xS
23 e e S S S 6 aulee S caalsl 3 S e BT e plend slse b Lag s L
5 i b 50 S0 U b S sS (sls il sl e s e ol ol 53 (a5l (sla (g lomali S
S35 Vs 5 Saesh sla pal s sske 4 05 OLilT e 5 das )b—’ﬁb e ASRCSTSU RN
ST ol K U sl o gl 5T 030 (650U o 3 Ao 3 (65,0 Wl g o plail 555,00

(Bradley et al., 2005) sls jasis |y 55,00 a5 oLl s e g clli Ol5

1- Male Factor Infertility

2- Varicocele



= mle 50T V-1 )

Em i Sl Ls i (5 ad oS (sl (o O3 jo i 53 (s (5 (ol 5 0 ke (e mle laze U
(Gyllenborg et al., 1999; Dohle, 2003) s,5 .« <L sl ol o (bl b Sse)50) (550L0 IS

O plol 5 I3l s il 35 o a8 JJai 53 500 Ol e A LST St il Ol @ (ean JJUT ()
S ol ol oS ol omlee 5 Ll L(Bigelow et al., 1998) ws' o sl 315 5501 L Sledbl 5 o oLl
S o3l Jals e sl 3Bl BT S el al 3 1 SLebl ool S5 (6 03l St o a5
ool S oSS L 5 S e ol Sl ] Ol 85595550 5 S o0 sldas ASbe ol 3 ol sl el
(o T K 53 Ysans (Mortimer, 1994; Sherins, 1995) el [Shabs b LLiI 55 p ol sla el o ages
— +5 of (Viability) e3> okl s PH o alh sl mle pl Sl soast 51 (5 il Sla el e sDle
(Gyllenborg et al., 1999; xs2 s 55 o311 5 Al p sl (65 Shas ComDs wgn (sls oIS pond Ll 5

(World Health Organization Laboratory, 1999) ¢l « 3 . . 2 xls ST skl alie :(0=)) Jsdr

standard values for semen analysis according to the World Health Organization (WHO) criteria

Volume >2.0ml

pH 7.0-8.0

Sperm concentration > 20 million/ml

Total no. of spermatozoa > 40 million/ejaculate

Motility >50% with progressive motility or 25% with rapid

motility within 60 min after ejaculation
Morphology > 14% of normal shape and form
Viability > 50% of spermatozoa

Leukocytes < 1 million/ml
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Diagnostic Terms Related to Semen Abnormalites

Aspermia: Complete lack of semen

Oligospermia: Very few sperm in semen <20 x 10 ®/ml (WHO)
Azoospermia: No sperm in semen

Severe oligospermia <5 x 10°/ml

Asthenospermia: Poor motility of sperm

Teratospermia: Abnormal sperm forms <30% (WHO), <14%
Oligoasthenospermia: Oligospermia with decreased sperm motility

Oligoasthenoteratozoospermia: Disturbance of all three variables

(Hadziselimovic & Herzog, 2001; Immarrone et al., 2003) ¢l 43 <
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1- Retrograde ejaculation
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1- Multifactorial syndrome

2- Ejaculation
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1- Seminiferous tubules

2- Hypothalamus - Pituitary - Gonadal axis
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1- Gonadotropin - releasing hormone
2- Follicle Stimulating Hormone
3- Lutenising Hormone

4- Proapoptosis signals



