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Abstract

The studying of descriptive, critical and sociological of popular novels in Iran
Kobra Mozaffari

Due to its essence and vast area, literature is related to many human sciences such as sociology.
Furthermore, this area has infinite abilities that not only reflect back the society but also it can
respond to the need and appetite of different kinds of people and also affect them.

One of the ways which helps recognize the requirements of different groups is paying attention
to the literary genre utilized by them.

Popular novel (Feuilleton) is a branch of literature which is accompanied by numerous readers
due to its fluent and simple structure, story attraction and caring to audience interests.

Although from literary aspect, being stereotypical and superficial, fantasy and flight from reality,
addressing the commonplace and thoughtless issues and inattention to story elements made
popular novels trifling, they are very crucial in cultural and sociological study because of
illuminating the desires and needs of their audience.

In recent years, the phenomenon of popular novel in Iran has rapidly developed. Reception of
these novels in a society where the amount of study is very low, demonstrates a special social
circumstance that addressing the popular novels considerably helps clarifying this matter.

Hence in this dissertation, in addition to studying the state of forming the popular culture and
literature along with the reasons for tendency of audiences to popular novels, these novels are
critically investigated in three aspects; authors, context and audiences. In order to examine the
extent of impact of literary and storied characteristics of these works in their best-selling, formal,
substantial and structural analysis of some sample popular novels are carried out. Furthermore, an
attempt is made to know the audience and survey the viewpoint of readers of popular novels by a
series of questionnaires.

Keywords: Sociology of literature, Popular novels, Best-seller novels
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