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Prefab Timeline

1892 Ernest Franklin Hodgson develops a prefabricated system which he uses to market small
structures such as chicken coops, dog houses, tool sheds, and a summer cottage. He later
introduces larger structures such as a garage ("auto stable") and year-round housing.

1906 Aladdin Readi-Cut Houses produces a kit house of numbered, precut pieces.

1908 Sears Roebuck & Co. Houses by Mail program established. 100,000 units sold by its demise in
1940.

1919 Le Corbusier writes “Mass Production Houses,” a treatise on the beauty of the “house machine.”

1921 Buster Keaton stars in One Week, a film about a newlywed couple who builds their prefab
house.

1923 Walter Gropius and Adolf Meyer develop “Building Blocks,” a standardized system of housing.

1929 Buckminster Fuller introduces an early concept for the Dymaxion House—his round metal
house—at Chicago’s Marshall Fields department store.

1931 Albert Frey and A. Lawrence Kocher debut the Aluminaire, the first lightweight steel and
aluminum house in the U.S.

1932 General Houses Corporation introduces a press-steel panel house for $3,000-$4,500.
American Houses, Inc. introduces the American Motohome, a simple, box-like, turnkey, steel-
framed house.

1933 George Fred Keck’s House of Tomorrow is toured by more than 750,000 visitors to the Chicago
World’s Fair.

1935 Wally Byam introduces his iconic, aluminum shell Airstream “Clipper,” a trailer easily towed by
an automobile.

1936 Frank Lloyd Wright proposes his Usonian House, a system of standardized details and modular
dimensions. Although not technically a prefab house, more than 100 are built over the years.

1940 Engineers Peter Dejongh and Otto Brandenberger design the Quonset Hut, a semi-cylindrical
structure formed by a ribbed metal shell.

1942 General Panel Corporation commissions Walter Gropius and Konrad Wachsmann to design a
panelized house.

1944 The July issue of Arts and Architecture magazine, edited by John Entenza, creator of the Case
Study House program, publishes the essay, "“What is a House,” espousing the tenants of
modern prefabrication.

1945 Developer and builder William Levitt begins Levittown construction. His traditional stick-built,
high-volume house assembly method rivals projected prefabricated housing volumes. By 1948
he was finishing 150 houses per week.

Lindal Cedar Homes established. Using a wooden post and beam system, Lindal offers a
customizable and complete kit home package.

1947 Industrial designer Henry Dreyfus and architect Edward Larrabee Barnes collaborate on the

design of a prefab house for Vultex Aircraft Company consisting of paper core panels skinned in
aluminum.

John Bemis, an MIT School of Architecture graduate, founds Acorn Structures, a prefabricated
building system.

2 http://design.walkerart.org/prefab/Main/PrefabTimeline




