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Abstract

(Jocundity in children’s literature)

(Elham Taghipour)




Children’s literature by any given definition has two main usages which are education and
entertainment. Too much attention toward educational and didactic dimension of children’s
literature will turn it away from its natural and true accomplishment.Direct education is boring
and tedious and would lead to infant’s disinterest to studying. Due to this fact in children’s
literature while turning words,sentences and structures to a more childish style poems and stories
must get closer to children’s happy and active world and get adjusted to their mind and language.

What you can find among different literal genre to achieve this goal and aide children’s literature
is jocundity and irony. We look differently toward everything by jocundity andirony. In better
words irony is full of creativity which is very alike and consonant with infant’s beginner mind.
An infant has the ability to pay attention to everything from a different point of view. This
creativity and newness of infant’s mine would outbreak trough his/her questions, imaginations
and speech obviously.

Therefor if irony could enter children’s literature area it not also would make children interested
in reading and beyond thin education it would prolifictheir mind and speech and would
familiarize them with other ways of observation and thinking much sooner. Of course we must
consider limitations of using irony in children’s literature since while entering irony in this area
it might get closer to tomfoolery, badinage, misplaced ironies and wrong education of irony to
children. Therefor irony must always be similar to other kinds of children’s literature. In other
words it must find a childish usage to accomplish its other goal beyond playing and laughter and
infant’s world which is education. How these two subjects, children’s literature and irony, are
mixed and contiguous with each other is this thesis’s subject. Therefor this research goal is to
study method of entering irony to children’s literature based a series of stories in three age
groups (A, B, C).

Choosing these stories in groups (A, B, C) was done based on their literal valuebut pictorial
funny stories of (A) age group were chosen from a series of children magazine. Different kinds
of irony were presented through these stories. These three age groups are very close to each other
so it’s a while which there is no age categorization observed in children’s books. Therefor
presented results obtained from this thesis are based on a series of chosen stories samples and are
not suitable for generalization. But since these stories were successful ones they could be used as
base and foundation. What’s more is that other literary chosen stories were studied too and a
number of stories were chosen among them. Obtained results in this thesis indicate that for age
group (A) which read more through pictures: surprise, humanized characters, imitation and
opposition, for age group (B): surprise, humanized characters, repeat, opposition, playing with
worlds, misplacement and conversion and for age group (C), who have a higher and better
understanding of jocundity, using proverbs, playing with worlds, repeat, stupidity and
foolishness, exaggeration, writing meaningless and opposition could be used more.

Key worlds: children’s literature, jocundity, irony
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