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Abstract

After the dissolution of the Soviet Union, the Central and Eastern European
countries set membership in western structures (NATO and EU) as the most
Important priorities of their foreign policy because they considered Russia as
a serious threat for their security. This Phase of enlargement is considered as
the biggest stage of the enlargement because of the numbers of countries,
their population and their cultural and political backgrounds. This
enlargement has had some influences on the European Security and Defence
Policy (ESDP) and the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP).

This research has examined the impact of the accession of the central and
Eastern countries to the EU in 2004 on the European Security and Defence
Policy, using of neofunctionalism theory.

The results of this thesis show that the accession of the Central and Eastern
countries to the EU has made the integration process of the European
Security and Defence Policy slower than before. This occurred due to some
factors: Central and Eastern European countries’ transatlanticism, giving
priority to NATO against ESDP, their emphasis on sovereignty and national
interests and intergovernmentalism of the ESDP/CFSP, inadequate military-
defence facilities, weakness of defence budget, limited and weak partnership
in ESDP operations, diversity of opinions about threat perceptions.

Key Words: Central and Eastern European Countries, European Security
and Defence Policy, European Union, North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO)
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