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Abstract

General biology and feeding habits of Caspian Sea amphipod (Pontogammarus maeoticus )
M. Zarghami

Amphipods are a type of crustacean. These animals are normally used as food by various type of
fishes. They have recently attained importance as live food in aquaculture industry.

In the present study the samples were collected from southern shores of the Caspian Sea.

In present research all samples were fixed and maintained in alcohol ( 20%) and later studied by
stereomicroscope . Based on identification keys (Stock et al., 1974, Sowinsky 1904), the species
was identified as Pontogammarus maeoticus.

To study the feeding habits and diet the examinations were carried out in 2 steps. At first step a
number of Gammarus of similar size were fed by foods of single origin (fish, bread, leaf, potato) ,
with 3 replicate for 6 weeks. In the second step the Gammarus were fed by composite food of
various combinations of above materials. At the end of sixth week the head of all specimens were
measured. The obtained result of statistically analyzed and showed, significant difference
between the treatments (p<0.05) The combined bread- fish food was determined the most
suitable food to feed Gammarus.

Key word: Amphipod, composite feed, growth, identify species
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Kingdom: Animalia
Phylum: Arthropoda
Class: Crustacea
Subclass: Malacostraca
Superorder: Peracarida
Order: Amphipoda
Suborder: Gammaridea

Family: Gammaridae ( Pontogammaridae)
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Compactogammarus compactus (G.O. Sars, 1895)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

Dikerogammarus caspius (Pallas, 1771)

Caspian

Dikerogammarus fluviatilis (Martynov, 1919)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

Dikerogammarus haemobaphes (Eichwald, 1841)

Cagpian, Ponto-Azov

Dikerogammarus oskari (Birstein, 1945)

Caspian

Dikerogammarus palmatus (Martynov, 1925)

Caspian

Dikerogammarus villosus (Sowinsky, 1894)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

Niphargogammarus aequimanus (G.O. Sars, 1895) Caspian
Niphargogammarus borodini (G.O. Sars, 1897) Caspian
Niphargogammaﬁts quadrimanus (G.O. Sars, 1895) Caspian
Niphargoides boltovskoi (Derzhavin and Pjatakova, 1968) Caspian
Niphargoides caspius (Grimm, 1894) Caspian

Niphargoides corpulentus (G.O. Sars, 1894)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

Obesogammarus acuminatus (Stock, Mirzajani, Vonk, Naderi, Kiabi, 1998)

Caspian

Obesogammarus crassus (G.O. Sars, 1894)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

' Obesogammarus obesus (G.O. Sars, 1894)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

Obesogammarus olvianus (Sowinsky, 1904)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

Obesogammarus platycheir (G.O. Sars, 1896)

Caspian

Pandorites podoceroides (G.O. Sars, 1895)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

Paraniphargoides abbreviatus (G.O. Sars, 1894)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

Paraniphargoides derzhavini (Pjatakova, 1962)

Caspian

Paraniphargoides grimmi (G.O. Sars, 1896)

Caspian

Paraniphargoides motasi (Carausu, 1943)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

Pontogammarus aestuarius (Derzhavin, 1924)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

Pontogammarus borceae (Carausu, 1943)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

Pontogammarus maeoticus(Sowinsky, 1894)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

Pontogammarus robustoides (G.O. Sars, 1894)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

Pontogammarus sarsi (Sowinsky, 1898)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

Pontogammarus weidemanni (G.O. Sars, 1896)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov
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Stenogammarus carausui (Derzhavin and Pjatakova, 1962)

Casgpian, Ponto-Azov

Stenogammarus compressus (G.O. Sars, 1894)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

Stenogammarus deminutus (Stebbing, 1906)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

Stenogammarus macrurus (G.O. Sars, 1894)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

Stenogammarus micrurus (Derzhavin and Pjatakova, 1996)

Caspian

Stenogammarus similis (G.O. Sars, 1894)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

Turcogammarus aralensis (Uljanin, 1875)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

Turcogammarus turcarum (Stock, 1974)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

Uroniphargoides spinicaudatus (Carausu, 1943)

Caspian, Ponto-Azov

Wolgagammarus dzjubani (Mordukhai-Boltovskoi and Ljakhov, 1972)

Caspian
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