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Abstract

The differential diagnosis of pleural Effusion includes a lor.z list which is
not all necessary in a radiological diagnosis , because pleural effusion ,
commonly, consists of some ;ldditional findings which are usually very specific.

The first step in assesing a pleural effusion is confirmingit's presence.
Erect chest radiography presents us with a lot of findings from complete lung
opacification to blunting of costophrenic angle, elevation of diaphragm or
increased density in interlobar fissure. The posterior costophreaic angles in
lateral radiography must be carefully evaluated, because these angles are the
deepest pleural angles which disappear when there is little pleural fluid
present. The presence of free pleural fluid is confirmed by lateral decubitus
and serial radiographies. The diagnosis of loculated pleural fluid using plain
radiography is difficult. However, for localizing loculated fluid and diagnosis of

accompanging pathology, Ultrasound , CT scan and MRI are very useful.
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Anatomy of The Pleura
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