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Abstract

Designing a sustainable neighborhood center
HamidReza Nakhaee

Regarding remarkable innovations in urban planning, the necessity of applying modern
urban planning methods is recognized in order to achieve an optimum structural quality.

One of the main elements of a city to achieve the optimum structural quality is paying
attention to one of its main principles called “neighborhood”. Due to the fundamental role of
neighborhood in shaping this structural quality, considering the design of neighborhood’s
most significant part, namely neighborhood center, is a priority. Through introducing
themselves as the heart of neighborhoods, neighborhood centers have been able to establish
bonds among other neighborhoods in addition to playing their own roles. The importance of
analyzing effective criteria in designing a neighborhood center and the theoretical bases is
because of the impacts it has on designing a neighborhood. Neighborhood is a part of city
spatial structure where individuals’ relationships are done face to face. These behaviors and
trends are abundantly found in the neighborhood center. In the past, the inevitable element of
each neighborhood was regarded to be its center which was actually its heart. It was in fact
the most public place of the neighborhood which was named after the name of the
neighborhood. Neighborhood centers located inside neighborhoods have the highest urban
density. Neighborhood centers which are suggested for the available neighborhoods should
adapt with the image residents have regarding concepts such as “appropriate” and “attractive”.
The accessibility to the neighborhood center depends on the relationships which can be
established between using the center and the population of the neighborhood. The present
study has investigated Bager Abad neighborhood in Rasht because of its great significance
throughout the city. It also aims at studying required criteria to properly design the
neighborhood center and improving its structural quality.

Key words: neighborhood, neighborhood center, sustainable designing
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