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Abstract:

Title: Design of Contemporary Arts Museum of Rasht with respect to Environmental
Psychology
Author: Ali Hashemi Fakhr

As SO many connoisseurs say, by the ending years of the 20" century, and especially in the

starting years of third millennium, a new era, in the history of mankind has started. Recent
decades many performed researches show that important cultural usages such as museum are
suffering from crises and cannot attract their audiences. One of the factors which may have a
significant effect in creating this problem is the changing of today living pattern from industry to
information era. The starting new technologic revolution based on information technology is
rapidly reshaping the basic structures of the society and as a result, impacting on every universal
phenomenon. As one of the most important social-human based-phenomenon, architecture has
not been discarded from the impacts of the mentioned information revolution.

The essay mainly expresses the impacts of the new informational technologies on contemporary
architecture by deliberating in the concept of cyberspace and its relation with the physical space.
It is supposed that in a general response, if it is going to be that museum maintain its role in
supplying part of the society's needs as before and does not change to abandoned places with no
user, it is necessary that the main attention of the architect in designing be towards recognition of
the unique specifications of real areas and skeletal environments against virtual areas and effects
of information era on functional purposes and beauty of architecture An effort is made to express
the most important transitions caused by the usage of information technology in the lives of
mankind, and the new aspects of architecture in facing the new social structures and processes,
could be evaluated and estimated. And finally, design of Contemporary Arts Museum of Rasht is
presented having the planned architectural purposes in mind.

Key Words: Information Age, Cyber Space, Environment, Human Needs, Museum, Contemporary Art
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