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Abstract

Research Institute of Imam Khomeini and Islamic Revelution

Masters Degree

Title: Research Translation of “SUFISM: A Short Introduction” by William C.
Chittick together with Imam Khomeini’s Views on some discussions

Student’s Name; Jalil Parvin

Advisor Professer: Dr. Seyyed Mahmood Yusofthani

Consultant Professer: Dr. GholamReza Aavani

This thesis has been arranged in two parts: Research and Translation. The first
part contains three chapters: 1.A Glance at the book 2. William C. Chittick: A
Biographical Sketch 3.The Reality of Sufism. In this chapter, I have tried to
introduce Imam Khomeini’s Views in comparrision with some key themes of the
book through three sections: “doing the beautiful”, “love” and “the pseudo-Sufis
and true Sufis”.

Written by a world-renowned specialist and one of the foremost scholars on
Sufism, the book offers a compelling insight into the origions, context, and key
themes of this tradition. After a genral overwiew of the tradition, the writer draws
‘upon the words of some of the greatest sufi writers — among them Ibn Arabi, baha
walad, Rumi and and some lesser known masters such as Sam'ani — to give a fresh
and revealing perspective on the teachings and beliefs of sufism and its proponents.
This brief but dense introduction to sufism is composed of ten chapters: 1.the Sufi
Path 2.the Sufi Tradition 3.Name and Reality 4.Self-Help 5.the Remembrance of
God 6.the Way of Love 7.the Never-Ending Dance 8.Images of Beatitude 9.the Fall
of Adam 10.the Paradox of the Veil.

A distinguishing feature of the book is the presentation of Sufism as an integral
part of Islam. By way of carefully formulated statements as well as hints and
allusions, Chittick reminds that there is no progress in the path of spiritual
realization without formally and firmly clinging to the injunctions of the Shari’ah.
To that effect, Chittick reiterates the traditional tripartite division of Islam into
islam, iman, and ihsan, with which the author together with Sachiko Murata has
dealt extensively in their earlier book The Vision of Islam.

The philosophical framework within which Sufi doctrines are discussed as well as
the scholarly and text-based approach which the author adopts throughout the book
make it a welcome contribution to the study and understanding of Sufism. Chittick’s
mastery of the classical sources of Sufism permeates the whole book. He has
provided a relatively large amount of translation from pimary texts and in fact his
goal throughout is to let the tradition speak for itself. This attempt helps set this
book apart from other introductory works available in English.

In translation, I have done my best to refer to the original Arabic and Persian
sources and in rendering the mystical terms, I have tried to use the terms that is
common in mystical language.
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William C. Chittick and Sachiko Murata, The vision of Islam, New York: Paragon House,
1994,
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