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ABSTRACT

Gestafiona] Trophoblastic Diseases (GTD) refers to a spec-
trum of bregnancy-re]ated trophoblastic proliferative abnorma-
lities, the classification of which for many years was based
principally on histological criteria and included hydatiform
mole, invasive mole and choriocarcinoma.

The rlassification currently used is based on clinical
examination that includes an assesment for extrauterine meta-

stasis.

In molar pregnancy after evacuation :*=: suctica curre-
tage, the patient must be followed witn ches* X-ray #nd Tevel
of serum B-HCG detection. If metastatic di-ease is suspected ,
either because uf clinical or X-ray findings or elevated HCG
level or persistant elevating level of it, then a more thoroush
work up is performed . Thus, the term gestational trophoblastic
neoplasms (GTN) refers to persistant trophoblastic tissue,that
is malignant and is identified by its continued secretion of

chorionic gonadotropin.



GTN are divided into 2 clinical categories, non metast-
atic and metastatic, the latter is further dividéd into those
women with_good and poor prognosis.

Recognition of possibility of the lesion is the most
Aimportant factor in diagnosis.

A1T women with a hydatiform mole are at risk and any case
cf unusual bleeding after term pregnancy or abortion shculd be
investigated. Current treatment for gestational trophoblastic
poonlasm (GTN) is mere comron than in the past.

In patients with nonmetastatic gestational trophoii-:iic
c¢isease and iow risk metastatic disease, single agent vchem~
otherapy is used initially.

Patients with high risk metastatic disease require mult-
iple drug chemotherapy frequently used in combination with
surgery and Radiation. With chemotherapy, almost , 100% of
patients with non metastatic disease can be cured, and a high

percentage of patients with metastatic Tesion are also curable.
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