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Abstract

This study was attempted to investigate the effect of using visual aids on concrete vocabulary
learning by intermediate Iranian learners of English. The research was designed so that it
would provide answer to the following question: Does using visual aids affect learning
concrete vocabulary items by intermediate Iranian learners significantly? In order to answer
the above question, two intact classes, each consisting of 15 female learners, were used. One
of them was considered as the experimental and the other as the control group. To check the
homogeneity of the subjects, a general proficiency test, consisting of 45 items was given to
the subjects before the research treatment. In order to test the hypothesis of the study, a
vocabulary pre-test and a vocabulary post-test which were prepared by the researcher were
given to the participants at the beginning and end of the treatment period respectively. During
10 sessions of instruction, the experimental group was taught the new vocabulary items
through using visua aids but the control group learned the words through definitions and
synonyms. The results of at-test analysis of the obtained data indicated that the experimental
group outperformed the control group, thus the null hypothesis of the study was rejected:
Using visual aids has a significant effect on concrete vocabulary learning by intermediate

learners.
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CHAPTER|

INTRODUCTION

1.1. Overview

What is the role of vocabulary in language learrang teaching? Does it
have a central, or a peripheral role? Vocabulaaynig has been considered as both
central and peripheral in language learning aedkffit periods of time. During the
1950s and 1960s, vocabulary learning was neglegtstly. In the 1970s, it gained
its deserved attention with the help of new methagies like Community Language
Learning, Silent Way, Natural Approach, etc. (Bro\®@00).

Today vocabulary is believed to be thetal part of language learning and it
has great importance for language learners. Warsdased for naming objects and
actions and conveying ideas to others; without batay items the intended meaning
cannot be understood completely. The significariceoond and foreign language
vocabulary learning has been emphasized by diffeesearchers in language
learning field (Nation, 2001).

In recent years, a great number of studies hamgrezred the necessity of
vocabulary learning. For example, Penno et al. Z2@80mments that in fact learning
vocabulary items is a necessary part of learnitagnguage and it is mentioned by
Saville-Troike (1984) that vocabulary is perceivede the most prominent aspect to
all language learners. It is also indicated by L&Kiarson (1994) that second and
foreign language learners, without vocabulary kremlgke, cannot exchange thoughts,

feelings and ideas properly. According to Thu (2009different aspects of language



learning like: vocabulary, grammar, pronunciatilistening, speaking, writing and
reading, it is best to pay attention to vocabulagyning. And finally it is noted by
Zimmerman (1997) that learning vocabulary itemthesfirst and most important step
in learning a new language.

According to the previous mentions it t@ninferred that mastery of
vocabulary is an essential component of secondikgeyacquisition, so it is
important for teachers and researchers to understennecessity of vocabulary in
gaining the knowledge of language and vocabulargtmeceive more attention (Hunt
& Beglar, 2005). Now the question which is impottemconsider is: what is the
suitable technique for teaching vocabulary itemsettond and foreign language
learners?

For many years, teaching training coudsésiot pay enough attention to
techniques which help students to learn vocabulamys. Some of the teachers' books
also told them that it was not necessary to heigesits learn the required vocabulary
items; it was believed that learners could learcadilary items naturally (Allen,
1983). Today various techniques for teaching volzalutems are recognized.
According to Weatherford (1990), these techniguehide:

- Using physical activities

- Using visual aids

- Using translation

- Using synonym

- Using mnemonic techniques
-Rote learning

- Computer assisted learning

- Learning through music



- Learning through art activities
The techniques which are usually usaeédch vocabulary items are also

mentioned by Lewis and Hill (1990):

- Using translation

- Using exemplification

- Using definition

- Using synonym

- Using picture

- Using real object

- Using mime and gesture

- Using demonstration

The last four items as noted by Garibaldi atvdshemi (1967) can be

considered as visual aids. In order to elaborategussual aids as a technique for
teaching vocabulary items, first it seems necessadgfine them.

Visual aids are varied form of devices saslpictures, drawings, real objects,
flash cards, photographs, charts, tables, etchwdnie considered as comprehensive
tools used to make the meaning of vocabulary itelewr to learners (Grain &
Redman, 1986). Visual aids are illustrative aidscWwiprovide more information for
the given materials. They present the informatiat ts not easy or even not possible
to be conveyed by words alone. They are espediallyful for teaching concrete
vocabulary items (Kakavand, 1995).

Many comments have been asserted byreliffeesearchers about the
effectiveness of using visual aids in differentds¢s. For example, it is stated by
Bazeli (1997) that visual aids make learning edsielearners and help them to have

more desire and motivation toward learning. By gsiisual aids students will be able



to use vocabulary items properly in real life sitoias. It is also argued by Akbulut
(2007) that providing visual aids in a text is maseful for vocabulary learning than
just making the definitions of words available. thermore, it is mentioned in a study
by Hall and Strangman (2002) that visual aids cakerthe relationships between
facts, terms, and ideas clear in a learning sanati

According to Jones et al. (1989), leasrean gain a kind of understanding by
using visual tools that words alone cannot giverthililler (2006) states that visual
aids help learners picture what teachers try tcasaythey help teachers to convey
information that might be hard to state with woadtsne. Moreover, Wilson (2000)
maintains that visual aids can support the comprgba and usage of new items.

Ellis (2004) maintains that by using \@bkaids teachers can provide more
difficult items and materials because visual tatdsrease the semantic processing
required for learning. Ur (1996) also believes thatial aids are significant for
learning because they are motivating, encouragmagadiractive for students so they
increase learners' focus and concentration on thegtlearn. In addition, Roboch
(1994) comments that visual aids can provide sl@tabnnection between the words
and their meanings. And according to Wilkins (19'f8ychologists believe that the
guality of learning and retention will increasaifvide range of visual aids be
provided for learners.

According to all the above comments, it barhypothesized that using visual
aids can be an effective way for presenting vocalgutems. So this technique is
utilized by the researcher in order to providedratinderstanding of new items. The
language which is used for explaining new itemsulgh visual aids is the target
language. It is important to mention that the visuds used in this study are real

objects, pictures and blackboard drawings. The rparpose of this study is the



following: building a framework for the developmeftvocabulary learning by using

visual aids for intermediate learners.

1.2. Statement of the Problem

Some studies have proved the succesadrahtages of using visual aids in
other environments and regions (e.g. Davidson. &0£19; Miller, 2006; Kang, 2004;
Lazar, 1996; Snyder & Colon, 1988; Tong, 1971)fbut studies have been carried
out in Iran about the effects of visual aids onalmdary learning.

As mentioned earlier, vocabulary learnsgery important for every language
learner. Vocabulary items can be learned throuffbrdint techniques, one of those is
using visual aids. Using these devices is negldaatedr country, maybe because of
their high prices, lack of teachers’ training casr$or using these devices or the
difficulty in their accessibility.

One of the important aims for Englishriess is to become skillful in
vocabulary learning. It is very difficult to leathe full meaning of vocabulary items
and it needs a long time to achieve this goal,edmiion of vocabulary items alone is
not enough to learn the full meaning of them (K2@06). Limitation in the amount
of vocabulary items is the most important problemstudents who learn a foreign
language (Alshwiah, 2009). It would be effectiveising visual aids could help them

to learn the vocabulary items they need.

1.3. Purpose of the Study
There is a need for evidence that usingalisids has a powerful effect on
improving vocabulary learning. Thus, this studygiisied at investigating the effect of

using visual aids on vocabulary acquisition enharesd for intermediate learners.



1.4. Research Question

This study sets out to show that by using visuds,astudents can acquire the
new terms easily and effectively.
The research question is:
-Does using visual aids affect learningnarete vocabulary items by

intermediate Iranian learners significantly?

1.5. Research Hypothesis
This study aims to validate the followimgpothesis:

» Using visual aids has no significant effect on eete vocabulary

learning by intermediate Iranian learners.

1.6. Significance of the Study

Best achievements in communication depend on wiagblearning, which is
the chief component of language learning, and begbarchers and teachers similarly
believe that vocabulary learning is the main aspétdnguage acquisition (Yuksel,
2009). Vocabulary is the central part of any larggyat is essential for understanding
all the information in listening and reading anddamental for developing speaking
and writing skills.

According to Wilkins, (1972) without knovdge of grammar one can make little
feelings or ideas known to someone else but witknatvledge of vocabulary,
connection with others is completely impossibleyscabulary plays an important
role in second language acquisition. For successimmunication, all the things

around us must have names; without them no exchafngérmation can takes place
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and it seems difficult to perceive the existencalbéntities. Accordingly,
vocabularyitems play the role of the building blocks of amyranunication in which
the structure acts as cement to hold these buildimgks together (Zhang-Xiang,
2004).

Vocabulary is not a new term but definengocabulary item seems difficult.
Language learners in all levels of their learningaunter problems in vocabulary
acquisition, and stress that learning vocabulamwyé is not an easy task. It appears
that vocabulary acquisition is the chief problemrfwst language learners and in
learning the knowledge of vocabulary thoroughlyasel and foreign language
learners face difficulties (August et al. 2005).

According to Barani et al. (2010), theldem of Iranian students is that most
of the time, they learn new vocabulary items bysRertranslation. This is the reason
they always stress that they cannot remember thdsneasily. From different
techniques for teaching vocabulary items suchaaslation, exemplification,
description and using visual aids, the last oneives the least amount of attention.

According to Kang (2004), the main golalising visual aids for teaching
vocabulary items is better comprehension and retewf new words. Visual aids are
effective because they help learners to get andagge information simply and they
can make unintelligible concepts easier to undedsth is also noted by Lazar (1996)
that using visual aids make the difficult task otabulary learning easier for learners,
they help learners to acquire a large amount andd/aocabulary items in a short
period of time. By using visual aids students camehmore participation in learning
task, they increase students’ motivation and istexad they are effective for learners

at all levels of learning.



Using visual aids is not introduced anacticed well in our country. The
applicability and usefulness of visual aids hasmteeontroversial issue in our
educational system and the authorities, mainly iseaf its heavy financial burden,
might evade this important support for learners.

Over the last decades, books for botbhess and students have focused on
ways of organizing, presenting and practicing nesabulary items to make the
crucial job of vocabulary learning easier for stutde however, visual aids and the
way in which we can increase students’ learningugh them, have been given less
attention than they deserve, so it is necessamsearch in this area.

Having in mind that using visual aids can helpreas to learn vocabulary
items in a more proper way, and considering thafate there hasn’'t been enough
instructional time devoted to using visual aidEmglish classes, conducting a study
with the purpose of finding the effectiveness @& devices for vocabulary learning
by English learners appears to be necessary. ii@ddy considering the amount of
research conducted which support the positive effeasing visual aids ( e.g.
Davidson et al. 2009; Barani et al. 2009; Mill2006; Kang, 2004; Lazar, 1996;
Snyder & Colon, 1988; Tong, 1971) and the fact titatenough previous research is

conducted in Iran in this area, investigating thjgic seems important.

1.7. The Limitations of the Study

This research is limited in its sample size. Thaigpants of this study are 30
English learners. Therefore, generalizations haveet made with caution. It is also
important to indicate that the researcher studéesafe students. So the findings of
this study may not be generalized to male learr@rshe differences between male

and female learners. It must be noted that thecgzants are all Iranian learners of



English, so the results may not be generalized tterolearners with different
nationalities. The participants are in their intethate level of proficiency, so the
findings of this study may not be extended to #arers with lower or higher levels
of proficiency.

In addition, the information for this diuis collected in an English institute.
The results of the study should be treated withiocador other places. Environmental
variables such as temperature, noise, light, dtdifterent places are varied from
each other. According to the differences in envimental issues the results of the
study may change (Brown, 1988).

Furthermore, this study is carried outha winter semester, in 10 consecutive
sessions. In terms of any change in time of thdystr the number of sessions, the
results of the study may change because of thaaeship between time conditions
and learners' psychological factors (Wiliams & &em, 1997). Here again the
generalizations should be considered carefully.

Another limitation of this study which isiportant to mention is that in this
research only concrete words are studied. In thisdition, like other conditions
generalizations should be taken into account casityo

It is concluded that the results of the study oaly be generalized within the
following limitations:

* The human limitations: 30 female Iranian studentsiermediate level
» The place limitations: A private English institute

e The time limitations: The winter semester



1.8. Definition of Terms
In trying to describe the insights into the usethed visual aids for concrete
vocabulary learning by intermediate learners, teterms are defined as below:
Concrete vocabulary:
Concrete vocabulary refers to physicaltiest rather than a quality, a state or
an action that can be observed by at least orfeedddnses (Ooi & Kim-Seoh, 1996).
Visual aids:
Visual aids are devices such as:
- Visual items like photos, drawings and painsing
- Video materials.
- Tables, charts, graphs that provide interpi@tatf data.
- Real tools and objects that allow one to creaaal data (Davidson et al.

2009).

1.9. Abbreviations Used in the Study

The following are the abbreviations used in thelgtu
» EFL: English as a foreign language
 ESL: English as a second language
* L2: Second language
e L1: First language
* LL: Language learning
* NS: Native speaker

* CALL: Computer assisted language learning
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1.10. Outline of the Study

This study is organized as follows:

Chapter one consists of an introduction to the whole research.

Chapter two includes a review of the related literature andvtes
theoretical framework for the study.

Chapter three reports the design and methodology of the research
which contains the information about the particigamaterials and data
collection procedures.

Chapter four presents the analysis of the data and reportsethéts of

the study.

Chapter five provides some discussions, implications and caimhs.

It also contains the recommendations and suggestion future

research.
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CHAPTER I

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1. Introduction

After presenting an introduction concerning the ami@nce of teaching
vocabulary to second and foreign language learapdsthe effectiveness of using
visual aids as a powerful technique for teachingabalary items efficiently, this
chapter will review literature relevant to the messtudy. The presentation covers:
English language, a brief history of teaching Estglianguage, vocabulary learning,
how vocabulary is learned, techniques for teachiogabulary, the importance of
visual aids, and finally research studies. Thel fsegtion covers 35 studies from 1988
to 2010. The first 21 studies concentrate on vigusitled vocabulary learning. The

second 14 studies focus on other techniques inbwdagy learning.

2.2. English Language

The importance of English language is growing edayybecause English is
used as an international language to facilitatemmamcation around the world (Tsai,
2002). It is used to exchange information in defarfields such as science, politics,
history, education and technology and it is aldeelsed to be the language of trading
(Al-Nafisah, 2001).

Iranian students have many difficulties for leaghinglish (Barani et.al, 2010).

Their learning is limited to what they learn in ttlass, they don't have enough chance
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