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Abstract:

The purpose of this research is to investigate the kind of education and reading

comprehension or literacy of hearing-impaired students of elementary schools. 57 students
with equal numbers in different educational groups from exceptional and integrative
elementary schools in Shiraz were selected. These students had different range of hearing
abilities including normal to hard. It should be considered that each group included 19
students and these students were mentally and culturally at the same level. Their literacy
was evaluated using PIRLS (2001) international exams.
The results of these analysis showed that the reading comprehension or literacy of normal
hearing students was at the highest level and the integrative students’ literacy was at the
next stage and exceptional students' reading comprehension or literacy was considered at
the lowest level. In this research, according to the subject, purposes and research
hypothesis the researcher has selected applied post-circumstance method.

Key words: literacy, hearing-impaired, normal students, exceptional education,
integrative education, PIRLS international exams (Progress in International Reading
Literacy Study).
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