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(To expect virtue from women till they are, in some degree, independent of men; nay, it
is vain to expect that strength of natural affection, which would make them good wives
and good mothers. Whilst they are absolutely dependent on their husbhands, they will be

cunning, mean, and selfish.)

Wollstonecraft, marry, (1792).A Vindication of the Rights of women: §9.
At:http://manybooks.net/titles/wollstonetext02vorow10.html.
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-The concept of Right, insofar as it is related to an obligation corresponding toiit . . . has to do,
first, only with the external and indeed practical relation of one person to another, insofar as
their actions, as facts, can have (direct or indirect) influence on each other. But second, it does
not signify the relation of one’s choice to the mere wish (hence also to the mere need) of the
other, as in actions of beneficence or callousness but only a relation to the other’s choice.
Third, in this reciprocal relation of choice no account at all is taken of the matter of choice, that
is, of the end each has in mind with the object he wants; it is not asked, for example, whether
someone who buys goods from me for his own commercial use will gain by the transaction or
not. All that is in question is the form in the relation of choice on the part of both, insofar as
choice is regarded merely as free, and whether the action of one can be united with the
freedom of the other in accordance with a universal law). Inmanuel Kant, The Metaphysics of
Morals, trans. Mary Gregor (CUP, Cambridge 1991) p. 56.




