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Abstract:

Parties and political groups have always played indisputable roles in formation of modern human
societies. Islamic Revolution, and the process which followed, provided a basis for manifestation of such
roles. An important post-revolution period in Iran was the period during which reformists led by Seyed
Mohammad Khatami, governed the country under a discourse proposed by him. The period, which
lasted for eight years, was among the most challenging post-revolution eras leading to enormous
events. On one hand, a discourse based on principles mottos of Islamic Revolution, such as democracy,
freedom, and the like, had found hegemony in Iran; and on the other hand, a series of changes in the
world and declining trend of revolutionary views, as well as the need for interaction between Iran and
the world based on principles of equity and freedom, brought about new theoretical and intellectual
issues and approaches. Reformist discourse, during its eight years of ruling over the executive branch of
the country, faced numerous crises both from the inside and outside. The present study, as its title
suggests, focuses on internal factors. Since theoreticians of reformist discourse never agreed upon a
unified and clear definition of principle elements of the discourse, the ongoing fundamental
disagreements over the basic concepts cost the discourse its hegemony. The present study attempts to
analyze the main causes of losing the hegemony of the discourse, as a text embodied in the intra-
discourse context, by making use of discourse methods and within the framework of Luclao and
Muofee’s theory.
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