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ABSTRACT

EVOLUTIONARY NATURE OF GENRE:
- ABSTRACTS IN TEFL AND ASTROPHYSICS

BY

HAJAR GHAFFARPOUR

Seldom being seen to maintain static values, genres trigger the present study to investigate
and compare their evolutions in two fields of TEFL and Astrophysics. As a corpus-based .
study, it consists of 120 research article abstracts, dated from 1975 to 2007. The study
integrates syntactic and pragmatic analysis with rhetorical move analysis. Abstracts are
analyzed rhetorically, using IMRC model and/or Swales' (1990) CARS model; then the
move and abstract length is estimated. To probe the syntactic and pragmatic aspects of the
abstracts, the amount of pronoun application, aspects of tense, voice and conjunctfon usage
are taken into consideration. Additionally, Wordsmith tools has been applied for more
detailed analysis. Results indicate that both fields increase in conformance to the IMRC
model while this increase is more persistent in TEFL. Abstract length observes roughly a
decrease, with the length of move C increasing in both fields, in line with Ayers (2008).
Authors in both fields, particularly in Astrophysics, feel freer to apply first person pronouns
to indicate their authorial presence. Concerning tense, more Present tense is being applied in

abstracts with the IMRC model while Past tense domineers abstracts with the CARS'model.
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Conjunction application, in the two fields, observes slight decrease with some fluctuations,
more noticeably, in Astrophysics. On the whole, the evolutionary patterns are similar in

many cases in the two disciplines, though differing in intensities.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY

1.0. Introduction

In this chapter an introduction to genre analysis is given by stating the
significance of analyzing the genre. After having defined the genre, its
relationship with background knbwledge will be elaborated on. Then,A
considering the importance of genre, some methods for its analysis will be
presented, the most prominent of which is Move analysis. Finally, the
objective of the present study, the research questioné and the significance of

the study will be made mention of.

1.1. Genre analysis

Genre analysis has been considered one of the most prominent levels of text

analysis.
As is stated by Bhatia (1993), applied discourse analysis consists of
four levels: ’ ‘
1. functional language description which deals with register analysis;
2. surface-level linguistic description which deals with grammatical-

rhetorical analysis;




