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Abstract

Due to the outburst of scientific and technological evolutions and their deep impact on
every aspect of life, our age is dubbed the age of communication. Such impact is cleatrly
visible in the social, economical and cultural domains. ‘Education’, as an essential factor in
the structural constitution and development of every society is enormously influenced by
such an outburst and omnipresence. However, no remarkable progress is recognisable in
the architecture of educational buildings of our society. The architectural organization of
the cutrent educational institutions is an effect of, and directly linked to, the dominant
educational methods.

The current educational system is very much in line with that of the previous decades.
This is to say, that the learning process is not at the centre of attention and, deprived of a
relative freedom of choice, learners are obliged to master certain ideas through a learning
method that relies on a question and answer procedure. Such a method is deployed in an
architectural physique which, as much as the design is concerned, is itself indifferent to the
patticular way children perceive and conceive of the world.

As a result of the monopolistic spitit dominating the official educational system,
educational activities are largely restricted to the “school’. There is no sign of educational
multiplicity consistent with children’s emotions and their way of perceiving the world. The
need for certain cultutal institutions compensating for the inadequacies of the educational
system is thus all the mote obvious. To ask for educational spaces whose purpose ovetlaps
with that of the official educational system, would not be to work against the concept of
‘school’, rather it is a problem of intertwining and integrating such concept with the society
and social environment.

The aim of the current project is to design an elementary educational and scientific
complex which would, indirectly, confront its users with the scientific and technological
events of the peripheral wotld. The goal is thus to create appropriate educational spaces in
harmony with children’s idiosyncrasies, imagination and perception of their surrounding
environment. Such a complex would serve to enrich children’s expetiences as a habitat
located at Tehran.

Due to the necessary connection between nature and educational activities, and taking
into consideration the desire to avoid the tumult and pollution of the megapolis, a site was
chosen at the west of Chitgar park, Tehran’s 22 district. The site area roughly amounts to
27 acres. The distribution of green spaces, the pleasant vistas and the possibility of
providing access both from the northern and southern wings, account for the location of
the complex on the northern part of the site.

The guiding design factor in shaping the tectonics of the project has been to create
unforgettable points of focus through the tealization of site potentials. Each of these points
adapts itself to nature and the existent site conditions. In doing so, it was intended to
achieve the main educational goals through devising important, familiar and prominent
points consistent with children’s perception.

Other objectives include a special attention to spatial quality, sense of physical and
visual safety, combination of free and flexible spaces with the educational, creation of
bright paths and varied vistas as well as preserving spatial continuity of the main paths.
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