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! Organizational

2 Activational

® Flank marking is a scent marking behavior involved in olfactory communication, in which scent from
the flank (presumably from the flank sebaceous glands, Ebling 1963) is rubbed onto objects in the
environment. Typically, the rat leans sideways into a vertical structure (like a wall or the edge of a burrow
entrance) and pushes its side against the surface while pulling itself forward. Males flank mark more than
females. Flank marking tends to be performed in familiar environments (Peden and Timberlake 1990).
*Small mammals native to the tropical forests of Southeast Asia
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