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Abstract
Imam Khomeini and Islamic Revolution Researching Center

Degree: MA

Field: sociology of Islamic revolution

Thesis: semiotic analysis of the Iranian Islamic revolution

Student name: Mohsen shamsaei

Supervisor: Dr.Mohamad Javad Gholamreza Khashi

Advisor: Dr.Mohamad Salar Kasraie

Thesis start date: 2010 March

Thesis completiond date: 2012 March

This thesis is seeking to access the mental world of the movements which were active in the political
environment of the early Islamic Revolution of Iran. Therefore, for achieving this objective, the symbolic
systems established by them are used and among these symbolic systems selects the images born by
them in their publications. The period studied by this research is within the downfall of imperial system
to the ends of 1980 and the early 1981. The reason for choosing this period is that in that time, still no
discourse has been dominated in Iran and different movements may transfer their intellectual content
without limitations and by means of symbolic systems.

Therefore, it is attempted to through semiotics, proceed with communicating the visual texts produced
by political publications of that era and close our mental horizon to the mental horizon of political actors
who were interfered in production of the said images.

The main question of this study is as follows:

The generated images in the publications of studied groups contain what meanings?

The theories this research has been construed based on include those theories that deem the social
realities as construed by the human mind. In other word, if any social reality intends to be placed in the
human perception scope should be construed as the symbolic systems and thus it leads to creation of a
transformed and new form of social reality.

The methodology of this thesis is typology and somehow discourse analysis through which it is
attempted to discover the existing meanings in visual texts.

The results of this research indicate that the studied groups withhold the common symbols in the
society, simplify the reality in order to through which transfer the revolutionary and stimulator meaning
to their audience; because the common reason of all studied groups was bloody struggle against their
“disagrees”.

Keywords: typology, discourse analysis, substitute, accompaniment, myth, structuralism, text analysis,
hermeneutic
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