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Abstract

This project has been done to study on taxonomy and ecology of true crabs’ species
in inter tidal and sub tidal zones of the Gulf of Oman (East of Hormozgan Province)
through 2010. Five localities have been selected in inter tidal zones with equal
distances; Nakhl-Nakhoda, Sirik Port, Jassk Port, Khalasi creek and Vanak Beach,
also fifty six stations in the marine survey on sub tidal regions from Bandar-abbass
to Meydani region. A total of 14 species belonged to 9 families from inter tidal
localities and 12 species belonged to 7 families from sub tidal stations, were
identified up to species level. All identified species have checked with Zoology
Museum of Tehran University and Department of Crustacean in Senkenberg
Natural Museum of Frankfurt University. There were two families, Portunidae and
Xanthidae, in both inter tidal and Sub tidal regions. On species level, two species,
Portunus pelagicus and P. segnis have been observed in low tidal region in inter
tidal zone and also in marine stations. Highest frequency has been observed in
Portunidae family with 56% and Epialthidae with 15% of marine sampled families.
Lowest frequency in Parthenopidae and Galenidae, each one with 2% has been
observed. Between intertidal families, Dotillidae with 30% and Pilumnidae with 2%
were the highest and lowest families in frequency, respectively. Ecologic indices
have been measured in three seasons; Pre-Monsoon, Monsoon and Past-M onsoon.
Study on ecological indices and effects environmental factors, also Monsoon
effects, have shown that Pre-Monsoon season have the highest quantity of
frequency and diversity of species. Jassk Port and Khalasi Creek were high
localities about ecological indices. Most similarity between localities has been
observed for Vanak Beach and Sirik Port.
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