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" Abstract:

~ A Comparative Study of Verb Structure in Tati, Taleshi and Gilaki Dialects

Jahandoost Sabzalipour

Tati, Taleshi and Gilaki dialects are.among the northwestern New Iranian languages
which have been spoken in the regions along the coast of the Caspian Sea and are
- sometimes referred to as ‘Caspian Dialects’. The native speakers of these three
dialects -are often able to communicate with one another and since their languages
are not much different except in several cases, they need not use interpreters or the
standard language. ' '

All these three dialects have been often described in varying degrees by their
native speakers in a non-scientific and non-linguistic way. However, they have not
yet been compared scientifically and rigorously and it is not obvious how similar or
different they are. '

This dissertation is aimed at carrying out a comparative study on the above-
mentioned dialects in one of the linguistic domains, namely, verb structure. To this
end, from each language three dialects were selected and were first compared
intralingually and next with the other two dialects and finally with Old and Middle
Iranian languages.

Daravi, Lordi and Kajali dialects from Tati, Central (Parasar & Asalem dialects),
Southern (Siamazgi), and Northern (Anbarani) from Taleshi, and Rashti Gilaki,
Eastern Gilaki (Roudsari), Western Gilaki (Foumani) from Gilaki were compared
and contrasted concerning their verb structure.

In this dissertation, issues such as root, verb affixes, various affixes of present,
past, passive, causative, inflectional and derivative affixes, prefix, suffix, infinitive
affixes, past participle, past-forming affixes and, aspect, and tense were
investigated. An examination of various simple, prefix-based, compound, auxiliary,
semi-auxiliary and imperfect verbs has also been part of this study.

Furthermore, in this dissertation, the most important features of Tati, Taleshi
and Gilaki dialects such as grammatical gender, ergative construction, etc. were
stated in passing. Abundant examples and samples from verb structure were stated
for each of the nine dialects investigated in the present study.

Key words:
comparative study, Verb Structure, Tati, Taleshi, Gilaki .
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