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Abstract

This thesis focuses on the particular ground made by Italian society, culture and art,
which caused the emergence of Transavantgarde Movement in 1980s. This artistic
movement was part of the social, cultural and political evolutions throughout the
world. It is supposed that the Italian Transavantgarde Movement was under the
influence of metaphysical artists, particularly Giorgio de Chirico. The dominance of
Arte Povera Movement must also be taken into consideration. Besides,
Transavantgarde has similarities and differences with Italian Arte Povera and German
Neo-Expressionism. All these artistic movements are considered as the tendency to
revive the figurative art. But, Transavantgarde had postmodernist quality and was not
merely an expressionist movement; it was a period in art history shaped by
intellectual, cultural and philosophical traits of the West. This movement focuses on a
humanistic reality, which has been ignored for centuries, even by Modern Art. There
are 5 Italian artists in Transavantgarde movement: Sandro Chia, Francesco Clemente,
Enzo Cucchi, Mimo Paladino and Nicola de Maria, who are essentially Neo-
Expressionist. This new ltalian neo-expressionist style contains plenty of traditional
elements. The term “Transavantgarde” was coined by the Italian art critic, Achille
Bonito Oliva, and first appeared in Flash Art magazine published in 1979.

This thesis aims to study and analyze the oeuvre of Transavantgarde artists. The
comparison between the Transavantgarde Movement, the German Neo-Expressionism
and the Italian Arte Povera and also the study of the influence of Giorgio de Chirico,
Manzoni and Fontana on Transavantgarde are based on art history books and
refrences.
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