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Abstract:

Title: women and Urban Spaces (a Study about Gender Separation in Urban Public
Spaces)
Author: Masoumeh Shafiee

Considering urban public spaces as the area of relations and social interactions on the one hand
play double role in shaping to social processes and taking determination from them on the other
hand, is rather new phenomenon, because before that space was seen as a stage for filling out
by social phenomenon but in new social theories space is not a static object anymore which is
not just the host of social processes but is a social production that all parts of the society have
main role to make this production.Therefore like all social production, power has important role
in constructing and managing that, so we can say that today for a social researcher space is an
intersection of power.

In this situation, gender separation of urban public space is as a politic technologies power which
is implementing in our country to control and manage the urban spaces.

So the topic which is considering in this research is the role that users of separated spaces
(university) have to face whit this representation of space. In other word, main point of this
research is following up Foucault’s system to concentrate on resistant points in front of the
power that forms through urban public spaces separation.

In order to achieve this aim researcher considers lived experiences of 16 students (girl) of
Tehran, Allameh and Alzahra universities whit the use of qualitative method, observation and
interview (as an instrument)

Findings of this researcher are that implementing of space disciplinary technique in universities
is not successful to produce obedient subject which is the only user of representational spaces.

Keywords: public space, power, resistance, representation of space, lived space, hetrotopia,
gender
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