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Title: Exploring the generational differences in the system of social values
(A case study: Rasht)

Student: Zeinab Azadian Dalasm

Abstracts

The main objective of the present research is to investigate the value priorities (material and post-material)
among different generations of males and females and also to analyze the main factors affecting these
differences. Theoretical framework of the research is based on the theory of value differences of Ronald
Ingelhart, structural — historical view of Karl Mannheim and Pierre Bourdieu’s view on educational
claims.

This study has conducted by using survey method. Cochran formula has been used to calculate adequate
sample size. The total sample size which used in the survey has been Y-+ Rasht residents (Y °+ males and
Yo+ females). A multistep sampling method has been used in the study and samples have been selected
from three areas (uptown, midtown and downtown). The collected data analyzed by different statistical
tests such as t-test, ANOVA test, multi regression, etc.

The results revealed that along with generational change from younger to older generations, value
priorities increase in religious values and traditionalism and decrease in gender equality and secular
hedonism. In addition, freedom feeling, political security feeling, social trust and nationalism in older
generations are more than younger generations. Mean while, younger generations in comparison to older
generations emphasis more on economic issues. Totally, the younger generation scores in materialism are
higher than older generation scores. These findings are different from the findings of Ingelhart in western
developed societies. This could introduce several issues related to Ingelhart’s theory and shows that the
periodic effects and scarcity effects in present days in Iran and some economic pressures on the youth
have forced them towards materialism.

Keywords : generation, value, material values, post-material values.
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