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Abstract:

The Role of Political Islam in Lebanon’s National and Regional Politics

Mehdi Zibaei

After the cold war, the political Islam had been the main challenge to the secular Western view. It
is such a challenge that has maimed the relations and plans of the Western politicians for the
world and the Middle East.

The fact that has raised attentions toward this phenomenon are the events in the international
level and their effectiveness on world relations and their change in a path not anticipated by the
West. Following this, some analysts believe that the occurrence of the Islamic Republic in Iran,
1979, was a commencement to the political Islam’s entrance to the international relations, while
others believe that to be the Six Day War of 1967.

Whatever the starting point may be, what must be noticed is the balance change against today’s
secular ideology in the international field. Among all is the activity of Lebanese Islamism which
has created a new sort of political Islam in the Middle East and other Islamic territories who have
been able to challenge the Western Paradigm in calling all Islamic activities as fundamentalism
and has brought up measurement actions like the Road Map for peace by the United States. In
order to manage political Islam and dominate on geopolitics in the Middle East.

Therefore, it seems necessary- for a better understanding of the present situation- to analyze the
confrontation between the two mentioned parties and also to clarify the new political Islam’s

pattern in the Shi'ite Lebanon.

Keywords: Political Islam, Islamic fundamentalism, Secularism, Lebanon, Shi'ite’s activism,

Hezbollah, Social Movement Theory(SMT)
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