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Abstract

The extent of Iranian rangelands is about 86 million hectares more than 53
percent of the total area of Iran. There is no doubt that these areas are beds
for continuity of life and development of our country and sound
management of these areas is not possible without considering population
size and socio-economic condition of stakeholders. The purpose of this
study is also investigating competition in rangeland exploitation and it’s
influence on rangeland condition and forage production. This study is a
kind of descriptive-correlation study and is based on a survey strategy that
was performed in the summer rangeland of Damavand in Larijan District
of Mazandaran province. In this regard 15 pastoral units were selected
under the three exploitation styles according to the objectives and
hypotheses, and 88 questionnaires via direct interviews with interest
stakeholders (license holders) has been completed in the region. Rangeland
conditions and production were evaluated and measured in the pastoral
units using four-factor and cutting-weighting methods respectively. To
investigate the competition and find a suitable mechanism for conservation
of rangelands and socio-ecological rangelands sustainability, four
indicators were selected and analyzed as measure of competitive factor in
rangelands exploitation: household economic condition index, the number
of pastoralist in pastoral units, grazing management and exploitation style.
The findings indicate that common law (methods of exploitation) have
meaningful effects on rangeland condition and forage production and mean
comparing also indicated that fragmented exploitation style significantly
resulted the better condition and forage production amongst all. The results
of correlation tests show that there is no significant relationship between
indicators of pastoralists economic condition and the rangelands condition
and forage production. The results show also a negative relationship
between the number of pastoralists in each pastoral unit and the rangeland
condition and forage production. The results of correlation analysis showed
a positive and significant relationship between the observed indicators of
grazing management and rangeland condition and forage production so
that rangeland condition and Forage production increase with increase in
level of grazing management indicators in rangeland.

Keywords: competition in the exploitation, Rangeland conditions,
rangelans exploitation style, forage production, Damavand summer
rangeland
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