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ABSTRACT

EFFECTS OF WOMEN'S EDUCATION ON FERTILITY
BEHAVIOUR:A STUDY OF BUSHEHR PROVINCE IN IRAN-2000

BY:

PREM KUMAR BHATTARAI

This study investigates the direct and indirect effects of female
education on fertility behaviour of the ever married women of child
bearing age in Bushehr province in south Iran. The data come from
the Baseline Survey which was conducted by the Statistical Centre of
Iran in 2000 to evaluate the impacts of UNFPA programme
interventions in selected pilot areas. The model of Intermediate
Variables of Fertility and the Proximate Determinants as forwarded
by Davis and Blake and further refined by Bongaarts has been used
as the analytical model for ihe study. The study shows the
relationship between literacy status and different levels of education
as independent variables, selected social and determinant Jactors as
intermediate variables and their éjj’ects, in turn, on the indicators of
Jertility such as desired number of children and children ever born as

the dependent variables. The study shows that women's education has

v




significant effects on several social and demographic factors such as
mass media exposure, labour Jorce participation, couples’
communication, child mortality, age at marriage, contraceptive use,
breast feeding and so on. Almost all of those factors are significantly
related to the desired family size and the number of children ever
born. The study leads to the conclusion that women's education has

multidimensional effects on Jertility behaviour and it is one of the

_ most important factors which has implications on population related

policies and programmes.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

CONTENT

ABSTRACT
LIST OF FIGURES

LIST OF TABLES

ACRONYMS & ABBREVIATIONS
BACKGROUND |

CHAPTER ONE: THE PROBLEM AND ITS SETTING
1-1-Introduction
1-2-Statement of the Problem -
1-3-Definitions of Terms
1-4-Importance of the Study

1-5-Delimitations

CHAPTER TWO: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
2-1-Introduction
2-2-Women's Education and Fertility
2-3-Women's Education, Mass Media and Fertility

2-4-Women's Education, Labor Force Participation

VI

PAGES

v

XII
XV
XVII

1= S

12
13

15
16
17
24




and Fertility
2-5-Women's Education, Gender Equity and Fertility

2-6-Women's Education, Infant and Child Mortality

and Fertility
2-7-Women’s Education, Age at First Marriage

and Fertility A
2-8-Women’s Education, Breast-Feeding and Fertility

2-9-Women's Education, Use of Contraceptives
and Fertility

2-10-Summary and Conclusion

CHAPTER THREE: THEORETICAL AND ANALYTICAL
FRAMEWORK
3-1-Introduction
3-2-Review of Demographic Theories
3-3-The Research Model |
3-4-Propositions

3-5-Hypotheses

CHAPTER FOUR: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
4-1-Methods and Techniques
4-2-The Baseline Survey
4-3- Data collection
+4-4- Instruments

4-5-Data Analysis

VI

29
31

33

41
43

44
47

51
52
52

61

64
65

68
69
69
72
73
73




CHAPTER FIVE: RESULTS AND FINDINGS

5-1-Background

5-2-Population

5-3-Women's Education and Fertility Behaviour
5-3-1-Women's Education
5-3-2-Difference in Education between

Husband and Wife
5-3-3-Mass Media
5-3-4-Female Labour Force Participation
5-3-5-Couples' Communication & Participation
in Decision Making
5-3-6-Infant and Child Mortality
5-3-7-Age at First Marriage and Motherhood
5-3-8-Post-Partum Abstinence
5-3-9-Breast-Feeding
5-3-10-Use of Contraceptives
5-3-11-Knowledge of Sterilization Methods
5-3-12-Abortion '
5-3-12-Desired Fertility
5-3-13-Number of Pregnancy
5-3-14-Children Ever Born-
5-3-16-Birth Spacing
5-3-17-Age Specific Fertility Rate and
Total Fertility Rate

5-3-18-Women's Education, Proximate
Determinants and Fertility

VIII

74

75
81
86
88

89
90
94

96

98
100
102
104
105
110
112
113
115
116
118



5-4-Conclusion

CHAPTER SIX: SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION

CHAPTER SEVEN: POLICY IMPLICATIONS AND

BIBLIOGRAPHY

APPENDIXES
Appendix 1
Appendix 2

RECOMMENDATIONS

IX

140

147

153

161

178

179
187




LIST OF FIGURES

NO. FIGURES PAGES

3-1-Theoretical Model for the Study of the Effects of

Women's Education on Fertility Behaviour............ 63
5-1-The Literacy and Total Fertility Rate by Census

or Survey Year in Buhsehr................. 77
5-2-Age at Marriage and Total Fertility Rate by Census

or Survey Year in Bushehr Province............... 78

5-3-Relationship Between Literacy Rate and Total

Fertility Rate by Province in Iran................ 79
5-4-Literacy and ASFR in Bushehr by Census of Survey
Years in Bushehr......ovoeviiiiiiiiii e &0

5-5-Percentage of Women by Their and Husbands' Level

Of BAUuCation.....oovvveveiiiiniiiiiiiiii e 90
5-6-Percentage of Alive and Dead Children by Mothers'

Literacy and Level of Education........................ 99
5.7-The Effect of Women's Literacy Status Level of

Education on Their Age at Marriage and Motherhood... 101
5-8-Average Months of Post Partum Abstinence by Literacy

and Level of Education....... e reaeeeeaeeneiaae e 103



5-9-Percentage Distribution of Women Who Ever Used
CoNtracePtivVesS. . uvueeneeeniiiieiiiiiiiineiniee e
5-10-Percentage Distribution of the Ever Use of Contra-
captives by Literate and Illiterate Women Bushehr..
5-11- Percentage Distribution of Women Who have
Knowledge of Male & Female Sterilization Methods
by Their Literacy Status & Level of Education.....
5-12-Average Number of Children Desired Women by
Literacy and Level of Education................coveene.
5-13-Average Number of Pregnancy per Women by
EdUucation.....ooveeeeiriiniieiieieeer e eeeens
5-14-Mean Number Children Ever Born by Mothers'
Education......... e

5-15-Mean Months in Interval of Child Births by Mothers

Literacy Status & Levels of Education....................
5-16-Age Specific Fertility Rate of Ever Married Women by
Their Literacy Status and Level of Education, Bushehr...
5-17-TFR by Literacy Status and Level of Education of Ever
Married Women of Child Bearing Age, Bushehr...........
5-18-Effects of Literacy, Age at Marriage, Duration of Breast-
feeding, Contraceptive Ever Use and Abortion on Children

| EATZ<) ol 10} v ¢ N UETURU TR ORI

Xl

106

107

111

113

115

116

119

120

121

137




LIST OF TABLES

NO. TABLES

1 - Number of Sharestans, Bakhshes, Cities

an Dehestans

of Bushehr Provinee.....ovviiiviiiiiiiiieiiiiiiieeneane

4-1-Questionnaire Forms, Variables and the Number of

Respondents of the Baseline Survey, 2001, I. R. of Iran

5-1- Some Demographic Indicators of The 1.
195610 2000.....ccciviiiiiiiiiaiannes

5-2-Age Sex Structure and Sex Ratio of Population in Bushehr...
5-3-Marital Status of Population by Sex, Bushehr . 82

5-4- Percentage Distribution of Literacy and Educational Level

R. of Iran from

of Population of Six Years and over by Sex, Bushehr...

5-5-Number and Percentage Distribution of

Population by

Literacy Status & by Age Group in Bushehr..............

5-6-The Percentage Distribution of the Female Population

in Bushehr by Level of Education by Age Group..........

5-7-Mean Age & Living Condition of Ever Married Women of

Child Bearing Age and Their Husbands

5-8-Number and Percentage Distribution of the Marital Status

of Women by Age Group and Education

X1l

PAGE

XX1I

71

76

81

83

84

85~

87

88




5-9-Percentage Distribution of Women by Age Group, and by
Their Literacy Status and Level of Education............c.....
5-10-Percentage Distribution of Women Who were Exposed to
Mass Media by Literacy Status, Level of Education and Type
o Y (e T PN
5-11-Percentage Distribution of Women Who Received Information
on FP/RH by Type of Media, Literacy and Level Education......
5-12-Percentage Distribution of Women Who Received Information
on Women's Issues by Type of Media, Literacy and Level of
EdUCAtION. . ettt e ete et ettt
5-13-Percentage Distribution of Women Who Earned Money by
Literacy Status and Level of Education.......................
5-14-Percentage Distribution of Women on Their Communication
with Husbands on Family Planning and Reproductive
Heaith ISSUES. c ettt
5-15-Percentage Distribution of the Women Who Participated
in Decision Making on Reproductive and Household by
Literacy Status and Level of Education........................
5-16-The Percentage Distribution of Breast Feeding Practices
of by Literacy and Educational Level of Mothers.............
5-17-Duration of Breast Feeding of by Literacy and Educational
Level of MOthers....o.vvevieeiiiiiiiiiie e
5-18-Percentage Distribution of the women Who ever Used
Different Methods Contraceptives by Their Education..... .
5-19-Percentage Distribution of Women Whose Pregnancy

Ever Ended in Abortion by Education.................c..eee

XHI

&9

95

97

97

104

105

108

112




5-20-Percentage Distribution of the Women by Number of
Children Their Husbands Desire, by Education......... 114
5-21-Children Ever Born per Women by Education and Age Group. 123
5-22-Mean and Standard Deviation Statistics of Selected |
Determinants, Desired Number of Children and Number
of Children Ever Born.........cooiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee, 124
5-23-Percentage Distribution of the Ever Use of Contraceptives
(pill) by Exposure to Television......c.ccovveveevernienennecenennn. 120
5-24-The Distribution Mean & Standard Deviation of Desired
Number of Children, Times been Pregnant and Children
Ever Born by Media (TV) Exposure...........cccveeeen.. 125
5-25-Summary Tables of the Relationship Between Variables... 130

X1V




