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Abstract

The Safavid dynasty was one of the impressive dynasties in the
establishment of national sovereignty and religion in Iran.

Safavids seek two major aims in their movements: gaining power and
formalizing their religion (i.e. Shi’ism).

Shi’ism is one of the Islamic sects, meaning “follower”. This title is
ascribed to the followers of Imam Ali and his eleven successors (Imami
Shi’ism).

Sheikh Safi al-Din Ishagh Ardabili was the great grandfather of

Safavids.They believed in esoteric Sufi order. Their success caused by
intra-esoteric and extra-esoteric fields.

Intra-Esoteric fields are serial changes that occurred in Safavid esoteric
path and led in transformations in their purposes, thought, and course of
action.

The Safavid path was the continuation of Sheikh Zahid Gilani’s Sufi
path. Sheikh Safi al-Din Ardabili, the organizer of Safavid path, had a great
influence, too. After him, Sadr al-Din Moossa became the guider of the
Sufi path. He made Ardabil the spiritual base of Sufis and wrote “Safvat al-
Safa”, thus he empowered the Sufi Path.Khaje Ali could spread the
influence of Sufi path over Anatolia and revealed Shi’i tendencies.

Sultan Jonayd established new era of Sufi path and entered militarism
and wordiness into it. His immigration to Anatolia and Syria was the
beginning of a new period of the influence of Turkmen disciples on the
path.

The similarity of practices and beliefs between Safavids and the
Mosha’sha’in helps us to understand the hidden parts of Safavid thought.

During the transformation period, the Sufi thought of negligence turned to
extremism and fanaticism and the hermit Sufi became militant Sufi.
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Three guiders of the path, Sultan Jonayd, Sheikh Heidar and Sultan Ali,
were killed for the path’s new ideals.Isma’il ,who was supported by “Men
of Devotion”, survived and later was taught in Gilan.He was deeply
impressed by Shams al-Din Lahiji.

Extra Esoteric Fields refer to a set of social,political, and cultural
circumstances that paved the way for expansion of Shi’ism.

Keywords: fields, esoteric path, social, political, cultural, formalization
of shi’ism, Safavi period.
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