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Abesterac

An opportunity for Iranian national interests
Alireza Bazhrang

Problem statement, hypotheses and objectives: About five decades ago, namely in 1961, in the Cold
war context and the bipolar situation overwhelming the world, it was a favorable ground for Non
aligned movement to emerge. Under these circumstances the countries that preservation of cultural
identity and geographical entity, embarked on integration and solidarity. This group wasdubbed later
Non —aligned countries. in 1961 the first round of NAM session was held in Belgrad.lIran that was once
divested of membership right due to Cento partnership,could join NAM in 1979 following the Islamic
revolution victory.The concepts of encounter with the unilateralism of hegemonic order,imperialism,
bipolar system, apartheid and many other Third World issues that were common concerns among the
members helped create a common front of solidarity against the bipolar system and unequal
international order.In fact the movement has preserved its central discourse and defended its main
values and axioms in spite of various ups and downs in the course of time.As a general view, the IRI
membership not only paved the way for expression of many Islamic ideals and doctrines, but also has
solidified many common voices.Presence of IRI in the previous conferences and even its contribution
during the imposed 8 year war was effective,.The ninth government of IRI, from the outset, set the
stage for revival of the preliminary principles of NAM by proposing the common global management.
the 9" and 10™ governments played a major part in Islamic awakening and rethinking the imperialistic
history.Seeing that the 16™ NAM conference was held in Tehran , it was a favorable occasion for Iran
to express common ideas on the NAM 's issues , flaws and qualitiesand to discuss new ways of
strategic promotion ,identity strengthening and solidarity.Evidently, familiarity with the history of
Non-aligned movement, obstacles and challenges, its discursive development in the five last decades,
the main declarations from the first to 15"conference, its future trend and perspective, and Iran
eventual contribution are of paramount importance. Research method and accomplishment:
Descriptive and applied approach was adopted. The data were collected by desk approach. Various
theories on Iran efficient participation in NAM, experiences of the NAM members and managers and
also interview with Iranianpolitical experts on non aligned movement will be utilized to gather
documentary and valid data. It is intended to formulate a political diplomacy model (by fieldwork and
survey) and efficient ways for promotion of NAM performance .This dissertation is also designed to
propose a native and operational model for preservation of Iran's interests in the 16™ NAM conference.

Keywords: 16th NAM conference/ Iran/ national interests/non-aligned movement // hegemony /
reform of international order/
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