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Abstract

The Role of Culture in the Islamic Republic of Iran's foreign policy and A model for cultural
diplomacy based on Expert opinion

Mohammad Mojaver Sheikhan

Foreign policy is somehow recognized by its underlying qualities and executive trend that
reveals, in turn, the general conditions governing any given society. In other words, foreign
policy is formed by a set of connected bonds in a long chain of social relationship, linked into the
political, administrative, economic and cultural networks. Policy in this sense is a multi-
dimensional system whose constituting bonds demand close understanding.Firstly because one
can not know the policy in essence and practice without understanding its constructing network.
Secondly, without prior knowledge it is difficult to improve systematically the political
procedures. Thirdly, the comparative politics and policy evaluation would be barely
accomplished.Since Culture forms a key element in the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, we treated it, in the present research, with analytical approach to evaluate its effective
contribution to Iran's foreign policy. Considering the fact that IRI interacts with many countries
in the international arena, appropriate cultural behavior in foreign relations should be regulated
according to cultures.The role of cultural relations in creating identity of nations across the world,
its impacts on the national interests, its goals, methodology and the applicable instruments require
special research. Every country has its own way of setting priorities in terms of its culture, history
and historical heritage. If we take culture as a set of axiological systems or conceptions, it
determines the behavior of a particular group, making them found their own identity on its bases.
From this viewpoint, international relations bears various axiological transactions and concerns
signifying national, sub-national and transnational identities. This research investigates into the
actual mechanism of cultural diplomacy as regards Iran's special capacities .In this respect, 9
countries were compared from cultural diplomacy perspective to have a better pathological
understanding of culture significance in international relations. Desk and fieldwork approaches
were used for collecting appropriate data.75 cultural attaches and Iranian experts abroad were
interviewed to obtain valid data on effective cultural diplomacy, using field work and survey
research with statistical samples.

Keyword: cultural fundaments, foreign policy, International relations, cultural diplomacy,
cultural exchange, cultural development, intercultural relations, soft power, cultural identity
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