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Abstract

Qajar period is one of the most contradictory and surprising periods of Iran history and the place
of controversial encounter between old and new elements, social and political revolution occurs
and the beginnings of serious artistic and cultural developments. Because of these features, as
well as serious transition of Iranian painting (especially portraits and self portraits practices) from
the traditional painting to realistic European painting, focus and original look of this study has
been on this era.

But innovative aspect of this research is in the standpoint type as a comparative study amongst
the absence of the capitaist economy (as one of the main symbols of modernity), deep roots of
despotism and tribal thought system (group - collectively) in Iran with the absence of individual
identity for Iranian painter that led to the current lack of a specific art trend, in connection with
self portraiture in Iranian pictorial tradition.

So in this study, in addition to painting references, some other political and social references that
relates to Iran’s contemporary history have also used.

This research aso tries to survey the changes in order to modernity through Iranian society from
inside and also western painting affects on traditional Persian painting from the beginning of
European painters entrance in Iranian courts and makes clear that how Iranian economic, cultural
and political relations with European countries, that makes the penetration of fundamental
principles of western art in Iran, has influenced on the category of self portraiture and portraiture
in more general way. Also another question is in what time or situation it could mix properly with
rules and standards of Persian classical painting in order to make identical result. Introducing
self-portraiture causes to make contemporary Iranian painting fans could find a new way for more
research in this field. This research has carried out in a descriptive, analytical and comparative
study and its document collecting has done in library method with library resources and related
sites on the internet.

Key words: Portraiture, Self- portraiture, Qajar, Modernity, Modernism, Realism, Individuality
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' Arnold, Thomas.W, Painting in Islam: A Study of the Place of Pictorial Art in iMuslim Culture New York:
Oxford, 1965, p. 123
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2- Papadopoulo, Alexandre, Islam and Muslim Art, New York, Berton Lake, 1979, p56
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1- Brilliant, Richard, Portraiture,Cambridge, Mass., 1991,p.6
2-ibid, p. 17

% Ernest Gombrich

3- Soucek, The theory and practice of portraiture in the Persian tradition, Available from:
http://archnet.org/library/pubdownloader/pdf/'10369/doc/DPC1859.pdf. [Accessed October 28,2009]. p5,
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2- ibid,p10



