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Abstract
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The environmental and value changes are among the most important variables in the
analysis of the Islamic Revolution of Iran, but thus far these variables have not been
properly studied from a scientific point of view. The present research is an attempt to
study the said variables within the framework of Johnson’s theory of revolution.

The main question of the present study is: Can we analyze the Islamic Revolution within
the framework of Johnson’s theory? In the first instance the place of Johnson’s theory in
the theories of revolution is studied and then its main parameters and variables are
defined and analyzed. The environmental and value changes, the imbalance society, and
inflexibility of the ruling elite are among some of these variables. Then through an
inductive method we extract some hypothesis from it. Of course we .also apply the
comparative and content analysis methods for the assessment of variables as well.

The main chunk of the present study is composed of the comparison of the defined
indicators (nominal and practical) with the realities in the Islamic Revolution. The
findings indicated that most of them apply to the Islamic Revolution.

At the end we discuss the rejection or confirmation of the hypotheses. The main
criticisms are directed against revolutionary strategies, conservatism, lack of emphasis on
the middle level (mobilization, organization and classes), and micro level (revolutionary
actors and leaders) as well as lack of attention to the variable of government and its
relations with the classes.
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